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most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. From the great 
staff of writers, through the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the mag- 
nificent full-color pinup —PW/I brings wrestling from the arena right to your 
home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP! 


Remember, each issue of PW/ contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR 
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biography of that wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by 
themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY! 

A year’s subscription to PWI—12 big issues—is only $19.95. And that in- 
cludes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $2.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!). You save more than $7 off the newsstand 
price, and you'll have ever issue delivered directly to your door. 

Don’t delay—subscribe today! 
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By Capt. Lou Albano 


HE MOST GRUESOME! The 
most hideous! The most gro- 
tesque! The most horrible! The 
yuckiest, daddy, the yuckiest! 
Welcome to the new edition of Cap- 
tain Lou Albano’s Wrestling Classics, 
where ugly rules! I told the editors I 
wanted to devote this issue to some- 
thing near and dear to me. So if 
you’re looking for beauty, don’t look 
here. This issue is dedicated to the ugli- 
est men in the history of pro wrestling. 
Now, a lot of people admit I’m an 
expert on this subject, since most folks 
seem to agree I’ve been horribly ugly 
all my life. Well, to me, being ugly 
isn’t a curse, it’s a blessing! Who else 
has been able to parlay such an un- 
sightly mug and rotund physique into a 
lucrative career as the sport’s greatest 
manager? 
Not only that, but my ugliness 
helped me gain my role as national 
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Spolter’s Boast: 
“VLL REVEAL 
WRESTLING II's 
UGLY FACEIY 


chairman for the Multiple Sclerosis So- 
ciety’s ‘‘Ugly Bartender’ contests. 
These special events have not only 
helped raise almost $50-million for the 
fight against MS since 1983, but 
they’ve also raised being awful-looking 
to an art form. But even after all the 
amazingly sickening bartenders I’ve 
judged, I still consider myself the stan- 
dard by which all other pug-uglies are 
measured. 

I’m not ashamed of my bad looks. 
In fact, I’m damn proud of them. But 
I’m not the only man in wrestling to 
be so afflicted. Who could ever forget 
the hairy, menacing visage of the hid- 
eous Bull Curry? Or the disgustingly 
animal-like face of the late, great 
Moondog Mayne? How about modern 
mugs like Abdullah the Butcher and 
The Missing Link? All of these men 
are members of my special Ugly All- 
Star team, and they’re all represented 
with articles in this edition of Wrestling 
Classics. 


=.  THEKOLOFFS vs. 
™ THE ROAD WARRIORS: 


World War fit Begins! 
INTERVIEW 85: “OR. 0 TELLS ALL 


1 WAS NEVER SO SCARED OF A MATCH IN MY LIFED 
Ric Flak Comes Clean Atter Wrestling Kevin Ven Erich 


This putrid issue kicks off with 
Timepiece, written by Dick “The Bull- 
dog” Brower. This savage was one of 
the most horribly violent men I ever 
managed, but his growling, demented 
face was responsible for as many vic- 
tories as his brawling talents. As you'll 
read in this article, time hasn’t calmed 
down the Bulldog at all—in fact, he 
may be meaner today than he’s ever 
been! 

Next up is our Fun Page, which 
offers you a challenging word search 
puzzle and a tremendous trivia quiz. 
That’s followed by Classic Ratings, 
which gives you a glimpse at the big- 


. gest stars of eight years ago. Next up is 


our up-to-date Ratings and Ratings 
Analysis, which keep you informed on 
who’s hot in the sport today. And 
don’t miss Then & Now, which goes 
back 20 years to the debut of “‘Hand- 
some” Jimmy Valiant, a man who to- 
day rivals even yours truly in the ranks 

(Continued on page 64) 
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TIMEPIECE 


Wrestling Classics provides a forum for veteran wrestlers to provide their 
views on the state of the sport today, and how it has changed over the 
years. We call it ‘“Timepiece,’’ but you’ll call it some of the most 
rewarding and informative reading anywhere in the sport 


By Dick “‘The Bulldog’ Brower 


HE LAST THING | ever ex- 

pected was for my old man- 
ager, Capt. Lou Albano, to call 
me and ask me to write an article 
for this magazine of his. Well, | 
told the Captain my English isn’t 
too good, but he said that’s okay, 
because they got a bunch of 
crackerjack editors up there who'll 
make whatever | write turn out 
readable, so here | am. 

This issue here is about ugli- 
ness, and that suits me just fine. 
For most of my career, | was ugly: 
ugly in face, ugly in spirit. | kind of 
felt there was a conspiracy to 
keep me away from title matches, 
so | had to do what | felt was 
necessary to gain attention. Boy, 
did | gain attention! 

Let me give you one example 
of what | was all about. Back in 
1970, Bruno. Sammartino ruled 
the roost in the WWF. He’d been 
World champion for about seven 
years, and he looked darn near 
unstoppable to everybody. Every- 
body but me, that is. 

Well, one day they announced 
Bruno would defend his _ belt 
against Gito Mongol at Madison 
Square Garden. | was steamed! | 
felt that title shot belonged to me, 
and here the promoters were giv- 
ing it to Gito, who was more of a 
tag team wrestler anyway. The 
message was clear: If | wanted 
things set right, I’d have to take 
matters into my own hands. 

A couple of weeks before the 
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Dick “The Bulldog” Brower was one of the most unpredictable men in the sport’s history. Of- 


se 


ten, he would sneak up on his opponents and hit them with a chair. 


card, Bruno was wrestling some 
prelim bum on TV. That’s where | 
made ‘my move. | came out of 
nowhere and clobbered that spa- 
ghetti-bender with a chair! Wham! 
So what does Bruno do? He says 
that if they don’t change the main 
event at the Garden from Gito to 
me, he’ll quit wrestling! Just like | 
figured, | got under Bruno’s skin. 
That chair knocked some sense 
into him. 


So we wrestled at the Garden. | 
would’ve won the match, but Dick 
Kroll stopped it because | had a 
gash on my forehead. As usual, 
they ripped me off. | wasn’t ready 
to let a little blood stop me. 

Capt. Lou once said | was 
probably the most unpredictable 
man he ever managed. Cap used 
to tell people | was insane and 
that he wouldn’t be responsible 
for my actions. Hey, | considered 


that a compliment. That kind of 
talk kept my opponents on their 
toes. They didn’t know what in 
the world to expect from me, and 
that was just the way | liked it. 
It was that unpredictability that 
made me the greatest Canadian 
heavyweight champion there ever 
was. Whoever tried to take that 
belt off me was up for maybe the 
greatest challenge of his career. 
One guy—! don’t even remember 
his name—said he’d figured out a 
way to beat me and told every- 
body my title was as good as his. 
| beat him, of course. Seems 
he had my brawling style down 
pat. Naturally, | changed course 
and | wrestled scientifically. Totally 
threw him off. He was so con- 
fused he practically gave up. It 
was the same story for a lot of 
other guys, too. They thought they 


had my number, but | had their 


number. 

Eventually, | did lose that Cana- 
dian title, but it was no great loss. 
| was a champion before then and 
a champion afterward. Winning 
was never a problem for me. It 
came easily. You might call me a 
born champion, though a lot of 
promoters were too stupid to rec- 
ognize greatness when they saw 
it. 

| had a pretty long career. 
About three years ago, | wrestled 
some independent cards here in 
Delaware, where | live. Even late 
in my career, nobody wanted to 
mess with me. Like they say, my 
reputation preceded me. 

From time to time, | train young 
men who want to become wres- 
tlers. These kids have come to 
the right place. They know they 
can’t get a better mat education 
anywhere else. Of course, | don’t 
teach them everything. You never 
know when | might decide to step 
back through the ropes. 

I’m not gonna tell you I'd be a 
world championship contender, 
but I'd be tough enough. There 
are a lot of rough guys out there, 
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Brower made Jim Hady bleed in this 1963 match in Hamilton, Ontario. Brower enjoyed punish- 
ing his opponents, but he also cared about winning matches. 


and some of them are even un- 
predictable like me. They might 
be bigger and stronger; there’s no 
denying that. But I'd put up a 
good fight. 

Some of these wrestlers today 
don’t know what a good fight is. 
Sure, they might tell you how 
mean they are and how ornery 
they are, but when it comes to 
getting in that squared circle and 
fighting to the finish, they’d just as 
soon sit home and watch the TV. 
I’m not saying they’re scared or 
anything, but you draw your own 
conclusions. 3 

There are exceptions, like Ab- 
dullah the Butcher: He’s been 
around longer than dirt, but he’s 
just as wild and crazy as ever. 
Then there’s this fellow in the 
NWA, Cactus Jack. That young 
man has total disregard for his 


body. You say he’s a few bricks 
short of a full load? | say he’s the 
kind of competitor this sport 
needs more of. 

All in all, | still enjoy watching 
this sport. It’s the greatest sport in 
the world, no question. | might be 
overly critical, but | respect these 
athletes. If the average football 
player tried stepping through the 
ropes, he’d be eaten alive. Even 
with their pads and helmets, they 
wouldn’t fare too well. Like they 
say, there are no timeouts in 
wrestling. If yous’ get hurt, you 
can’t take a few minutes to have 
your injury tended to. You either 
keep wrestling, or lose. It’s that 
simple. 

Ugliness. That's what it’s all 
about. In this sport, even the 
handsome guys are ugly. They 
have to be. O 
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COLLECTORS’ EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 

Each of these spectacular year-end is- 
sues is 100 pages in length—packed with 
full-colorl—with full details of the 
“Achievement Awards” for the year just 
ended. Plus, you get special features like 
the “PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” 
“Unofficial Official Awards,” “Predic- 
tions," and more. AVAILABLE: March 
1987 (1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 
in review), March 1989 (1988 in review), 
March 1990 (1989 in review). 


T Make check or money order payable and mail to: 


| T.V. SPORTS 
| BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, “Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
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SUPERCARDS 

The PWI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND HAVE SOME LAUGHS 


Some wrestlers excel in the singles ranks. Some excel in tag teams. And some excel in both. 
Those athletes versatile enough to succeed in singles and tag teams have earned a special 
place in the pantheon of wrestling greats. The wrestlers contained in this puzzle have won ma- 


Jor titles as singles wrestlers and as tag team competitors. Remember to time yourself as you 


Wow complete the puzzle, then compare your skills against our exclusive time-completion chart (our 
4) e g Of expert took eight minutes two seconds). i 


N HIDDEN NAMES 
MARTEL ® VALENTINE @ ROTUNDO 
Q @ RICH © VON ERICH @ ANDERSON 
@ BLANCHARD @ HANSEN 
S ® VALIANT ® IRON SHEIK 
® WINDHAM 

J @ RUDE @ FLAIR 
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COMPLETION TIME 

Under 8 minutes: world champion 
8-11 minutes: top contender 
11-14 minutes: up-and-comer 
Over 14 minutes: hit the showers! 
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1, Who comprised the tag team 
known as The Young Stallions? 
_ 2. Who was the longest reigning 
‘WWF Intercontinental champion ever — 
(14 months)? 
3. What is Phil Hickerson’s alter ego? 
4. Who comprised the tag team 
known as The Can-Am Connection? 
5. Which pro boxer faced Antonio 
Inoki in Japan in 19767 
_ 6. Name the three Garvin brothers, 
7. Afew years ago, Ray Candy 
__ changed his ring name. What name 
does he wrestle by today? 
8. Chris Adams’ valet is also his wife, — 
What is her name? 


a Ra AGG) "GY ae SD Sa eS aD = 
> SS eat ee St es a OS oh Or BTS Bc Th 
Cs: $6 re ere ey) ee. ay ae Lee =f 


QOmmc 


Ce Rar DS eS ae 
1) a A SS SEG) CT 0 em a Oz 


SO SY aE, OOF Oa Fe Ry oa Go es TL OAL 
CS (OES s=</@). S Th at 4 ©) ea| 72. SS? SE OSS er ee 
SD) SS <2 IS) Vt > 


Oy AD Oo SS a re Se Oe) Fy Se eee ee 
Sf 1D: Se ae (ES) SS eS Pr SS r=) ass eS 


N 
A 
UN 
QD 
BH 
TA 
K M 
roel 
ESF 
AH 
Ls = 
UU 
DN 
ek 
AC 
Ss T 
RO 
OC 


m 


POT AN ARMLOCK On 
HIM, OSE AN ARMLOCK. 


CAPT, LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


“I’ve been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and |’ve read 
every story in the world’s best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 90. 


“As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very special publication. WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 
fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
terday’s match!”’ 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT, LOU ALBANO PRESENTS. . . 
WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 
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"WRESTLING RATINGS 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
1—JIMMY SNUKA 
2—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
3—COWBOY BOB ORTON 
4—PEDRO MORALES 
5—GREG VALENTINE 
6—ADRIAN ADONIS 
7—JESSE VENTURA 
8—TONY ATLAS 
9—IVAN PUTSKI 

10—CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 


Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
1—HULK HOGAN 
2—TITO SANTANA 
3—KEN PATERA 
4—BARON VON RASCHKE 
5—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
6—TOMMY RICH 
7—SHEIK ADNAN AL-KAISSIE 
8—GREG GAGNE 
9—JIM BRUNZELL 
10—BOBBY DUNCUM 


MOST POPULAR 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 
2—TOMMY RICH 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
4—BOB BACKLUND 
S—HULK HOGAN 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 
7—MR. WRESTLING II 
8—MIL MASCARAS 
9—JUNKYARD DOG 
10—PEDRO MORALES 


IVAN PUTSKI 


KEN PATERA 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANGE 


Champion: RIC FLAIR 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
2—RON BASS 
3—MR. WRESTLING Ii 
4—-RODDY PIPER 
5—BRUISER 
6—DORY FUNK JR. 
7—DUSTY RHODES 
8—DAVID VON ERICH 
9—TOMMY RICH 

10—HARLEY RACE 


TAG TEAMS 


1—MR. FUJI & MR. SAITO 

2—GREG GAGNE & JIM BRUNZELL 
3—SUPER DESTROYER & JOHN STUDD 
4—DORY FUNK JR. & DAVID VON ERICH 
S—JAY YOUNGBLOOD & PORKCHOP CASH 
6—KEN PATERA & BOBBY DUNCUM 
7—DICK SLATER & BRUISER BRODY 
8—THE SAMOANS 

9—JESSE VENTURA & ADRIAN ADONIS 
10—KEN LUCAS & RICK MORTON 


MOST HATED 


1—JIMMY SNUKA 
2—RODDY PIPER 
3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
4—RIC FLAIR 
5—KEN PATERA 
6—GARY HART 
7—IVAN KOLOFF 
8—DAVID VON ERICH 
Q—HARLEY RACE 
10—KABUKI 
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TOP 10 TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
RIC FLAIR | RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
243, ee, MN Combined weight: 473 pounds 
NWA Wi champion NWA World tag team cha 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR DEM 
280, Queens, N Combined weight: 585 pounds 
WWF World WWF World tag team chai 
HULK HOGAN BRIAN PILLMAN & TOM ZENK 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 463 pounds 
No. 2 contender: WWF title U.S. tay taken chininiete 
per LUGE IL amen ‘ip ed ht: 565 
US. hheavyoelghit champion ic pasts lh NWA tag team title 
JERRY LAWLER THE ROAD WARRIORS 
234, Memphis, TN nile ral we 567 pounds 
USWA champion : NWA tag team title 
6 Robbinsdale, MN ne ed Alp ienllats wee 
No. 2 contender WWF title rt contenders: WWE tag t tag team title 
CURT THE ROCKERS 
235, Minneapolis, MN cores weight: soaoaneee 
WWF intercontinental champion WWF tag team title 
LARRY ZBYSZKO MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 
248, Pittsburgh, PA Combined weight: 518 pounds 
AWA World chai AWA World tag team champions 
KERRY VON ERICH REX KING & STEVE DOLL 
260, Denton, TX Combined weight: 477 pounds 
USWA Texas champion USWA tag team champions 
1 BILL DUNDEE 1 JEFF WARNER & ART BARR 
214, Melbourne, Australia Combined weight: 497 pounds 
USWA Southwestern champion PNW tag team champions 
NWA WWF AWA USWA/CWA 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champion: 
RIC FLAIR THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR LARRY ZBYSZKO JERRY LAWLER 
243, Minneapolis, MN 280, Queens, NY 248, Pittsburgh, PA 234, Memphis, TN 
1—LEX LUGER 1—CURT HENNIG 1—NIKITA KOLOFF 1—KERRY VON ERICH 
268, Chicago, IL 235, Minneapolis, MN 275, Moscow, Russia 260, Denton, TX 
2—NORMAN 2—RICK RUDE 2—MR. SAITO 2—BILL DUNDEE 
380, Saginaw, MI 246, Robbinsdale, MN 247, Tokyo, Japan 214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—MIKE ROTUNDO 3—HULK HOGAN 3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 3—JIMMY VALIANT 
245, Syracuse, NY 302, Venice Beach, CA 310, Parris Island, SC 251, New York, NY 
4—BRIAN PILLMAN 4—EARTHQUAKE 4—JOHN NORD 4—JEFF JARRETT 
226, Cincinnati, OH 462, Montreal, Quebec 316, Bozeman, MT 200, Hendersonville, TN 
5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 5—DUSTY RHODES 5—TULLY BLANCHARD 5—CHRIS CHAMPION 
252, Boston, MA 302, Austin, TX 235, San Antonio, TX 222, Tampa, FL 
6—TOMMY RICH 6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—D.J. PETERSON 6—BILLY TRAVIS 
248, Hendersonville, TN 245, Sarasota, FL 245, St. Joseph, MO 218, Houston, TX 
7—SAMOAN SAVAGE 7—TED DiBIASE 7—COL. DeBEERS 7—JEFF GAYLORD 
264, Samoa 247, Omaha, NE 248, Cape Town, S. Africa 255, St. Louis, MO 
8—CACTUS JACK 8—RICK MARTEL 8—JONNIE STEWART 8—KEVIN VON ERICH 
247, Truth or Consequences, NM 236, Quebec City, Quebec 242, Pacific Palisades, CA 235, Denton, TX 
9—BAM BAM BIGELOW 9—JAKE ROBERTS 9—TOMMY JAMMER 9—JOHN TATUM 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 246, Stone Mountain, GA 265, St. Joseph, MO 236, Hollywood, CA 
10—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 10—BIG BOSSMAN 10—THE TROOPER 10—MIKE AWESOME 


360, Khartoum, Sudan 
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348, Cobb County, GA 


243, Charlotte, NC 


290, Tampa, FL 
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éach wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 

are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 

to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
titleholders recei 


certain 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR RIC FLAI 
280, Queens, NY 243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
HULK HOGAN 2 EART HQUAKE 
302, Venice nai CA Fiecil iat! Quebec 
Last Issue: No. 1 Most Popular unrated 
LEX LUGER RICK Fi RUDE 
268, Venice Smet CA 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last Issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
DUSTY RHODES JERRY LAWLER 
302, Austin, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
STING CURT HENNIG 
260, Venice Beach, CA 235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
NORMAN RICK MARTEL 
380, Saginaw, MI 236, Quebec City, Quebec 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
BIG BOSSMAN KEVIN SULLIVAN 
348, Cobb meek 4 GA 252, Boston, MA 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
JAKE ROBERTS TED DiBIASE 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 247, Omaha, NE 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
ERIC EMBRY LANNY POFFO 
225, Lexington, KY 228, Downer's Grove, IL 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
1 BRIAN PILLMAN 1 BILLY JACK HAYNES 
226, Cincinnati, OH 245, Portland, OR 
Last month: No. 10 Most Popular Last month: unrated 
PNW Champion: ICW jon: 
BRYAN ADAMS TONY ATLAS 


310, Honolulu, HI 


1—CURTIS THOMPSON 
245, Charlotte, NC 


2—SCOTTY THE BODY 

235, Short Hills, NJ 
3—RICKY SANTANA 

235, Orlando, FL 
4—BILLY JACK HAYNES 

245, Portland, OR 
5—AL MADRIL 

231, Los Angeles, CA 
6—THE GRAPPLER 

280, parts unknown 
7—RIP OLIVER 

245, Tampa, FL 
8—THE EQUALIZER 

250, parts unknown 
9—JEFF WARNER 

267, Philadelphia, PA 


10—BILL FRANCIS 
300, Dallas, OR 


247, Roanoke, VA 

1—VIC STEAMBOAT 

235, Honolulu, HI 
2—ROCHESTER ROADBLOCK 

392, Rochester, NY 
3—MIKE KALUHA 

239, Honolulu, Hi 
4—ERIC SBRACCHIA 

240, Boston, MA 
5—PHIL APOLLO 

220, Dallas, TX 
6—TASMANIAN DEVIL 

221, Tasmania 
7—CHEETAH KID 

232, Bronx, NY 
8—TOM BRANDI 

231, Philadelphia, PA 
9—RAY ODYSSEY 

205, Palm Beach, FL 


10—TOM PRICHARD 
220, Houston, TX 


ve an automatic spot in the ratings. 


For period ended April 25, 1990 


These ratings are besed on the past five issues of Classics, 
We have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 
and Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point 
value: 10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two rank- 
ing, and soon down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point 
values for ail wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, 
allowing a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five 
finishers in each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past 
month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the- 
sport. 


1—RIC BEANS ssaccxistcntissersc on asorsiaancrencginssed points 
2—HULK HOGAN scrsciastmanttsctcairpststesainersccs OO points 
3—ULTIMATE WARRIOR uossssrvssceersserverernree 40 points 
4—LEX LUGER viessssersscsesssssscnesersssecsssesesseens 30. POINTS 
S—JERRY LAWLER u..ecssssesssssssssessseeesessssseeeee LS POH 


TAG TEAMS 

I—DEMOLITION....cssovsssevsevssosssseecvresesneverenvon 42 points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS ....:cs:sessssscenseereseen 39 points 
2—RICK & SCOTT STEINER......c0scceseeen 39 Points 
4—MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM ...........0.20 points 
5—MIDNIGHT EXPRESS/ANDRE & HAKU......17 points 


GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champion—title vacant; 1— 
Mike Golden; 2—Powerhouse Busich; 3—Mr. Wrestling II; 4—Al 
Knitty; 5—Randy Rose; 6—Joel Deaton; 7—Thunder; 8—Shot- 
gun Gauge; 9—Ted Allen; 10—Big Daddy. 


LPWA: LPWA champion—Susan Sexton; 1—Bad Girl; 2— 
Shelly Francis; 3—Black Venus; 4—Bambi; 5—Misty Blue 
Simmes; 6—Big Mo; 7—Lelani Kai; 8—The Goddess; 9—Heidi 
Lee Morgan; 10—Kat LeRoux. 


PWAS: PWA champion—Charlie Norris; 1—Ricky Rice; 2— 
Larry Cameron; 3—Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie; 4—Derrick Dukes; 
5—Ken Patera; 6—Jeff Warner; 7—Tommy Ferrara; 8—Steve 
Olsonowski; 9—Matt Derringer; 10—Jerry Lynn. 


PWF: Pwr champion—Steve Keirn; 1—Robert Fuller; 2—The 
Terminator; 3—Lou Perez; 4—Bounty Hunter |; 5—Dennis 
Knight; 6—Hurricane Walker; 7—Jim Backlund; 8—Buddy 
Landell; 9—Powerhouse Parker; 10—Coconut Kid. 


WWE: wwc champion—Carlos Colon; 1—TNT; 2—Manny 
Fernandez; 3—Harley Race; 4—Abdullah the Butcher; 5—Invad- 
er |; 6—Leo Burke; 7—Miguel Perez Jr.; 8—Rick Valentine; 9— 
Joe Savoldi; 10—Dragon Master. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating nearly 200 wrestlers in 17 different categories. Itis a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Hogan plummets while Warrior soars. Former WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan drops down to number three in our 
Top 10 as the result of The Ultimate Warrior’s WWF World 
title victory at WrestleMania VI. Meanwhile, NWA World 
champion Ric Flair retains his hold on the top spot (look for 
the battle for number one between Warrior and Flair to be 
fierce in the coming months), while Warrior moves up from 
number three to number two. Warrior also unseats Hogan in 
our Most Popular ratings, rising to number one, while Ho- 
gan drops from one to two. 


Speaking of plummeting. \t's some- 
what of a shock to see The Road War- 
riors ranked so low: Hawk and Animal’s 

§ number-five ranking is the lowest 
they've had in a long; long time. Three 
other NWA tag teams are ranked high- 
er: NWA World tag team champions 
Rick and Scott Steiner, U.S. tag team 
champions Tom Zenk and Brian Pillman, 
and Doom. 

“It's particularly satisfying to be ranked above the War- 
riors,” said Doom’s manager, Teddy Long. “This is just anoth- 
er manifestation of our complete and total dominance of 
those pathetic has-beens.” 

“My position on this matter is obvious,” said Warrior 
manager Paul Ellering. “There is an argument to be made for 
us being ranked behind the championship teams, but be- 
hind Doom? When they've been ambushing us with sneak- 
attacks and loaded boxing gloves? My attorneys will be draft- 
ing a letter to your ratings committee in the very near 
future.” 


Tracking Trends. Aside from the ratings shifts involving the 
Warrior and the Warriors, there are plenty of changes in our 
Top 10 and Tag Teams ratings: 

TOP 10: U.S. champions Lex Luger holds firm at number 
four ... USWA champion Jerry Lawler inches up a spot to five 
... Kerry Von Erich slides a notch to nine ... Out: Am Ander- 
son, Mr. Saito, Dusty Rhodes, and Curtis ... New 
arrivals: Top WWF World title challenger Rick Rude (number 

six), new Intercontinental champion Curt Hennig (seven), new 

AWA World champion Larry Zbyszko (eight), and USWA South- 
western (formerly CWA) champ Bill Dundee (10). 

TAG TEAMS: Demolition’s WWF World title victory over 


Andre the Giant & Haku moves them up to number two; 
Andre & Haku, probably never to team again, are out ... 
Rick & Scott Steiner maintain their stronghold on the num- 
ber-one position ... The Hart Foundation moves up two spots 
to number six ... Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom also inch up 
two, to number eight ... Rex King and Steve Doll hang tough 
at nine ... Jeff Warner & Art Barr debut at number 10. 


e tremors. The big man 
hasn’t been in the WWF for very long, 
but readers seem to be quite shook up 
about the emergence of Earthquake. 
The 462-pound Canadian, who is man- 
aged by Jimmy Hart, is riding high in 
the WWF and Most Hated ratings. 

‘This is the most brutal competitor 
I've seen in the WWF in a long, long 
Earthquake time,” wrote Eddie Buchanan of Sche- 
nectady, New York. “I can’t stand the way he attacks people 
after Dino Bravo’s matches. What gives him the right to jump 
on people’s chests the way he does? He's already seriously 
injured Ronnie Garvin, one of my favorites. If he’s allowed to 
continue, there’s no telling how many people could be 
hurt.” 

Surprisingly, not everyone dislikes the rotund contender: 
“This big guy is the greatest find since Andre the Giant,” 
wrote Billy Capuano of Boston. “I’ve never seen a hulk like 
that move around the ring with such dexterity before. And 
he’s got a great deal of stamina, too. He’s already beaten 
Hacksaw Duggan in a match that lasted more than 15 min- 
utes. If you ask me, there’s nobody in the WWF capable of 
beating Earthquake. He's just too big and too powerful.” 

The majority of our mail, however, agrees that Earthquake 
is far too brutal. “I've got two young children, and | don’t 
like them watching this kind of violence,” wrote Mrs. Antho- 
ny Gilbracken of Aiken, South Carolina. “Too many people 
are leaving the arenas on stretchers. | just can’t believe that 
[WWF President] Jack Tunney has allowed Earthquake to tear 
apart as many men as he has.” 
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Have something to say about the ratings? Whatever it is, we 
want to know. We welcome all kinds of ratings-related ques- 
tions, complaints, and observations. Address your letters to: 
“Ratings Analysis” clo Capt. Lou Albano’s Wrestling Classics, 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. O 


ON SALE 


ILLUSTRATED 


featuring... 


WRESTLEMANIA 


VE 


A spectacular full-color section brings you ringside for all the 
action, drama, excitement, and history of what will undoubtedly 
be remembered as the card of the year! 


This is a very special collector’s edition you will 
want to save and cherish for many years to come! 


The special WrestleMania VI edition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
is cover-dated August 1990. On sale now, it’s sure to be a: 
newsstand sellout, so get your copy early! 
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ILLUSTRATED J 


The Best Keeps Getting Better— 
Because You Won’t Settle For Less! 
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AKE A GOOD look at the photos included on these 
pages. Could the bodybuilding “‘Handsome’’ Jimmy 
Valiant of 1970 really be the same man as the scarred, 
tatooed Jimmy Valiant seen in USWA rings in 1990? 
“Tt sho’ has been two hellacious decades,’ laughed 
Valiant, who is celebrating his 20th year in the sport. “‘I 
wouldn’t have done a thing differently, either. Sure, I’ve 
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JIMMY 


Valiant wrestles former friend Jay Strongbow in 1972 (above). In 
an ironic twist, ‘Handsome’ Jimmy Valiant spent most of his 
early years as a rulebreaker ... 

been through more than my share of changes. But if I 
hadn’t gone through all the stuff I have, I wouldn’t be 
the ‘Boogie Woogie Man’ that all my babies love.” 

Those who saw Valiant in his rookie year would have a 
hard time believing it’s the same man who sashays his 
way into the ring today. In the beginning, the young New 
York native was a serious bodybuilder who wrestled in a 
strictly scientific fashion. From his earliest matches in 
Detroit to his entrance into the WWF a year later, Valiant 
did his best to uphold the time-honored traditions of the 
sport. 

‘I was a young guy learnin’ everything I could, but I 
started wantin’ to get to the top too fast,’’ recalls Valiant 
today. “I started hangin’ around with some pretty shady 
characters. It was through The Grand Wizard that I 
pulled off a really diabolical act, daddy.” 

In 1972, Valiant was part of a tag team with popular 
Chief Jay Strongbow, another scientific favorite. Valiant 
begged Strongbow to teach him his version of the sleeper 


aS i eS eS ER eee aa Se, se 
Every issue, Wrestling Classics will examine the contrasts 
between the way a star wrestles and looks today with the way 
he wrestled and looked many years ago. Such a study offers 
keen insights into the development of specific wrestlers, and a 
unique perspective on the sport in general 


... and then achieved his popularity when he lost his good 
looks. Valiant has the fans solidly behind him in his feud against 
USWA champion Jerry Lawler (above). 

hold, and the Indian star was more than happy to oblige. 
But Valiant soon attacked Strongbow, using that very 
same hold. 

“Tt was all part of the Wiz’ plan,” said Valiant. ‘“From 
that point on, I was as hated as you can get. I didn’t 
care. I just knew I was gettin’ my first taste of success.’ 

Success would stay with Valiant for years afterward. In 
1974, he teamed with his brother Johnny to win the 
WWF World tag team title under the management of Lou 
Albano. A year later, they would hold the WWA belts 
while members of Bobby Heenan’s stable. The Valiants 
remained a team for the next several years, but as the ’80s 
approached, Jimmy was undergoing a change. 

‘J didn’t wanna be breakin’ the rules no more,”’ said 
Valiant. “It was around 1982 when I started my new 
image. No more Albano or Heenan. From then on, ‘Boo- 
gie Woogie’ was out to have some fun. I wanted to be 
with my people!’ 

From then on, Valiant changed almost completely. He 
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started growing his hair and beard to incredible lengths, 
and he adopted a happy-go-lucky approach to the sport. 
Although he has engaged in violent feuds with Paul Jones 
and Ivan Koloff during the past several years, his changed 
attitude remains to this day. 

‘And that’s the way I’m stayin’,” insists Valiant. ‘I’m 
happy to be me, and happy to still be wrestlin’. What 
could be better?” O 
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The Great Pampero 
(left) shows what 
he plans to do 

to Pedro Morales 
(below). His 


wild-eyed look and 
tight fist show 
that Firpo’s plans 
are far from 
friendly. 


PAMPERO INSISTS- 


Somebody ought to tell all those 
scientists who are looking for the 
“Missing Link” about Pampero Firpo. 
He's the closest thing to prehistoric 
man there is! And when you interview 
this maniac— you're putting your life 


on the line! 


By BILL APTER 


iT HE FIRST THING you notice, 
of course, is the hair. The 
wild, mangy, unmanageable _ hair 
that sticks out in every conceivable 
direction from every part of his 
body. 

Next there are the eyes... those 
wildly staring, maniacal eyes that 
look out of touch with reality. After 
that you see the teeth...sharp... 
white....iled to razor sharpness 
each and every day. 

But finally...to top off this pic- 
ture of this picture of a modern-day, 
prehistoric man... there is his voice. 
It's raspy...deep...hoarse, like 
that.of the late Louis Armstrong... 
only with a sinister quality. 

Put all these elements together and 
what you have is a frightening pic- 


When you interview Th 
hands, as staff reporter 


, ; eco ” 
the shirt as he roars into the Se of “The GREAT Pampero! 


angry? Bill called him Pampero 


= 


Great Pampero—you'r 
Bill Apter finds out. Pampero grabs Bill by 


ture...a_ terrifying picture...a 
picture of man as he might have 
looked and sounded back in the 
Stone Age. Except this man walks 
the face of the earth today. And 
unless Pedro Morales can find some 
way to stop this maniac—Pampero 
Firpo will be the wrestling champion 
of the world! 

Firpo, known on the west coast as 
“The Great Pampero,” was in De- 
trois Cobo Arena wrestling Ron 
Sanders. But Pampero wasn’t satis- 
fied with nearly tearing Sanders 
apart. About a half-hour later, he 
again made an appearance, this 


time interfering in a match between 


Bull Curry and The Sheik. 
As Curry pummeled The Sheik, 
Pampero...er...The Great Pam- 


e taking your life in your 


rder’s microphone. Why was he 


pero...ran in and threw the referee 
out of the ring. He then smashed 
Curry almost senseless and put The 
Sheik on top of him. Then he left 
the ring, picked up the referee, 
brought him back inside and pointed 
out how The Sheik was pinning 
Curry. As you can see—Firpo is such 
a madman he is one of the few wres- 
tlers who gets along with the infa- 
mous Arab! 

But my assignment was not to 
report on any of Firpo’s bouts. It 
was to interview this maniac and 
I thought it would go best in the 
relative calm atmosphere of his 
hotel room. That was my first mis- 
take. 

The room looked like a pig-sty, 
and when I entered, Firpo was busy 
filing his teeth. He examined my 
equipment, checked my credentials, 


~ 5 ee i 
Pampero looks like some wild 
prehistoric man as he prepares 
to climb through the ropes to 
chase his unfortunate opponent. 
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and began telling me how he was 
going to destroy Pedro Morales. 
It took a full five minutes before 
I explained to him that I had to turn 
the tape recorder on first. 

“Are you here just to aggravate 
me?” he roared in his gutteral, 
Spanish-accented voice. 

“No,” I replied. “I just want to 
find out what your plans are.” 

“Very simple, mister. I’m not here 
to vacation. This part of the world 
at the present time is the capital of 
the wrestling world. ['ve come to 
compete.” 

“Against whom?” 

“Against anyone!” 

“Do you mean the world heavy- 
weight champions like Pedro Mor- 
ales and Dory Funk Jr?” 

“Let me tell you something about 
these two ones, mister, because you 
just mentioned it. I know they have 
to have something to be champions. 
But you know why they are cham- 
pions?” 

“Why?” 

“Because since they become cham- 
pion—they never face ME yet! That's 
why.” 

“Because they haven't faced Pam- 
pero Firpo yet?...” 

“The GREAT Pampero Firpo... 
if you don’t mind.” 

“Excuse me. The great Pampero 
Firpo.” 

This was clearly going to be a 
long afternoon—and possibly a 
dangerous one. And the next ques- 
tion could cost me my head. 

“A lot of people have said the 
great Pampero Firpo is—and I don’t 
like to use the word—an animal,” 
I said timidly. “Is it true?” 

“We are all animals!” he blus- 
tered. “Everyone. The only difference 
is that I’m a superior animal.” 

“That explains a lot.” 

“Yeaahhhh,” he growled. 

“Years and years ago we saw you 
teaming up...” 

“Hold it! Hold it!” he roared, 
interrupting the question before I 
could finish it. 

“What you mean years and years 
ago? | am’a very young man.” 

“T mean when you first came to 
New York—about 1962. You were 
teamed up with somebody named 
‘The Great Antonio’ and you split 
up. Why'd you two split?” 
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Pampero is all smiles (above) 
as he talks about how he once 
broke a wrestler's back after 
biting off his ear! Right: 
Pampero points to a stab 
wound he received when a fan 
just couldn’t stand any more 
of Firpo's caveman-like ring 
tactics. When Pampero first 
came to this country he knew 
only three English words— 
“Kill... Murder... Destroy!” 


IL 


“Because on that team was only 
one great one.” 

“Antonio?” 

“ME!!!” he bellowed. “What you 
are talking about! Antonio. Hah! 
Are you trying to annoy me?” 

“No.” 

“Aggravate me?” 

“No, no.” 

“You better not make no mis- 
takes, mister!” 

“It’s just that Antonio thought he 
was a little better than you were.” 

“Who thought that?” 

“Antonio.” 

“Hah! That is his opinion. What 
counts is my opinion! If anybody 
recalls—I was the brains of that 
team.” 


“Right...of course. Now. You 
used to have a big feud going with 
Antonino Rocca. Now he’s back in 
wrestling again...” 

“He is?” 

ESs0 

“Where?” 

“In Montreal.” 

“Where he staying?” 

“Why? Do you want to get hold 
of him?” 

“Ooohhhh yeaahhh! For one sim- 
ple reason. He’s a renegade.” 

“HE’S a renegade? And you're 
not?” 

“Yes. Because I say where I come 
from.” 

“Where does he come from? 
Argentina. Right?” 


“IT don't know... because once 
he says he’s from Argentina. Then 
I hear him say he’s proud to be an 
Italian. Then he say ‘I am an Ameri- 
can.’ You tell me. Do you know 
where I think he belongs?” 

“Where’s that?” 

“In the foreign legion! You know 
what I mean?” 

And I must confess I didn’t. So I 
changed the subject. 

“When you first came to this coun- 
try you knew only three English 
words. Kill, murder and destroy. 
Do you feel you've lived up to that?” 

“IT don’t need any more than that.” 

“Who have you destroyed re- 
cently? We know you've been in 
California and Chicago.” 

“Well, let me tell you. Three days 
ago I have been in that Amphitheater 


Pampero shows what he thinks of Dory Funk Jr. 
(above) by tearing apart a copy of THE WRESTLER 
that had Dory's picture on cover. He doesn't like 
Dory any better than he does Pedro Morales. 

Right: Pampero files his teeth to razor-like 
sharpness. Even he admits he doesn’t like to 

be considered a “civlized” human being. 
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in Chicago and something very funny 
happened.” 

“You won a match?” 

“Well...let’s put ’em this way. 
My opponent, he essneak up behind 
me and hit me in the head with the 
bell. But I get even. And then, when 
I return to my dressing room, I have 
a funny taste in my mouth. And you 
know what was it?” 

“No... what was it?” 

“My opponent’s ear! Dat sound 
good, doesn’t it?” 

I must confess I gulped and stam- 
mered a bit when I heard that. “You 
ch-chewed your opponent’s ear off?” 
I asked, non-believingly. 

“Ooohhh, yeaahhh,” he growled. 
“And very tasty, too!” 

“What kind of man would do 
that?” 


“And then...the referee comes 
running up to me and says ‘does this 
belongs to you?” 

“You didn’t answer my question.” 

“Shaddup! The referee comes 
running to me and say ‘leave him 
alone.’ Soon, the bells ring and I 
running to him, And what a beautiful 
noise I hear. HIS BACK IS BRO- 
KEN! Oooohh, isn’t that some- 
thing?” 

“You broke a man’s back and 
you're proud of it?” 

“Y eaaahhh.” 

“And you chewed his ear off...” 

“What a beautiful sight when they 
have to carry him away on a stretch- 
er. 

By now it was getting to be a little 
too much. “Listen,” I told him. “This 


(Continued on page 50) 
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! wey PRO WRESTLING 
LLUSTRATED’SLORDS | | | __ ILLUSTRATED’S 
OF THE RING 

The first wrestling 

=) videotape ever isa 
7 power-packed hour of 
| action and excitement. 
| Highlights include: 
) Kerry Von Erich’s NWA 
~~ World title victory over 
Ric Flair, the Roddy Piper-Greg Valentine 
Starrcade ’83 dog collar match, Road Warriors 
vs. Fabulous Ones, comedian Andy Kaufman 
taking on Jerry Lawler, and George 
Thorogood's hard-rocking MTV hit “Willie 
And The Hand Jive!’ Recorded in stereo! 
List price: $59.95 PW Library price: $39.95 


See 


SLANT-EYED 
SLAUGHTER 
Nearly 70 minutes of 
the best action Japan 
has to offer. Japanese 
~ women wrestlers are 
4 among the most agile 
"athletes in the world, 
a , @ and you won't believe 
tec Z = the high-flying action 
you'll see! Included: Wendi Richter & Devil 
Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Okumura, Nancy 
Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama, Monster Ripper & 
Devil Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara, Jaguar Yokota vs. Tarantula, 
Lioness Asuka vs, Chigusa Nagoyo. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


A full hour of action 
from the 1985's 

/ ~ memorable Great 

_ American Bash in 

_ Charlotte, North 

# Carolina. Match 
highlights include: 
NWA World champion Ric Flair vs. Nikita 
Koloff, The Road Warriors vs. lvan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev, Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully 
Blanchard in a cage, Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala, 
and many others! Recorded in full stereo 
sound! 

List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 
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im THE VON ERICHS: 
~ FRONT ROW 
RINGSIDE 
Texas’ “First Family of 
_ Professional Wrestling” 
is fully profiled on this 
/ magnificent 70-minute 
# collectors’ video. 
Included: Fritz Von 
a Erich’s 1982 retirement 
match, Kevin Von Erich vs. Terry Gordy, David 
Von Erich vs. Harley Race, Kerry Von Erich’s 
NWA World title victory over Ric Flair, Mike 
Von Erich’s 1983 pro debut, rare footage of 
Chris Von Erich, six-man action, plus much, 
much more! years to come. 
List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 PWI Library price: $13.95 


sy SUN 
_ Direct from Japan to 
_ you! The exciting 
E companion volume to 
| Slant-Eyed Slaughter is 
4 another 70 minutes of 
top-quality action. 
m Included: Yukari 
pea Soo ~. Omori & Jumbo Hori 
vs. The Jumping Bomb Angels, Masked You & 
Dump Matsumoto vs. The Crush Girls, Jaguar 
Yokota vs. Las Galactia, Jaguar Yokota vs. 
Devil Masami. An absolute must for U.S. fans 
who have never experienced the thrills of 
Japanese wrestling. 
List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


r-------- 


eee = VON ERICH FAN 

— DAN ppg, BONUS! 

i VON RICHS, The Von Erichs: A 
perrias | Family Albumis a 

i |, magnificent 128-page 
1 | 8%4x11 hardcover 

| acked with 
and inside 


scrapbigers and never before seen!) and 32 
pages of full-color tell the Von Erich family 
story in stunning detail. It's a book you'll be 
proud to display on your bookshelf for many 


Make check or money order payable and send to: DESCHEHORY, QUANTITY — PRICE TOTAL | 
Lords Of The Ring O (VHS) (Beta) $39.95 

| TV SPORTS Ringmasters C] (VHS) 0) (Beta) $39.95 | 

| BOX 48 Slant-Eyed Slaughter (VHS) pe) 5929.55 | 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Riot Of The Rising Sun (VHS) 1S 

| Von Erichs: Front Row Ringside (VHS) $29.95 

I 

| NAME POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 PER ITEM) | 

ADDRESS TOTAL ENCLOSED 

| cv OCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) | 

| EVISAGH Seo =se = ee ee | 
STATE ZIP | 

| For all orders except U.S., you must add $3.50 for each tape ordered and $4.50 (lMatierGanl Sha. = eS SS oe 

| for each book. Int'l money order only. Sorry, no air mail orders accepted. Please s eati - | 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please make sure your videotape Expiration Date: —j_ 
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King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler: 


HOW JIMMY HART 
ENGINEERED BUNDY’S 
RETURN TO TERROR 


Photos by Sam Lowe 


Though he’s a hero around the country, for one night, in 
Memphis, Tennessee, they hated King Kong Bundy. It 
was a night Bundy has promised never to forget—and he 
thanks the Memphis fans for teaching him the most 
important lesson a wrestler can ever learn 


EMORSE IS AN emotion that 
never seems to suit profes- 
sional wrestlers. These huge men 
can’t manage an emotion that re- 
duces men: They are too large to 
be humbled. When a wrestler is 
remorseful, his physical appear- 
ance makes everyone very 
uncomfortable. 
When King Kong Bundy, one of 
wrestling’s true gargantuans, was 
filed with remose recently, he 


didn’t wear it well. Never before 
allowing the public to see him like 
this, Bundy appeared to be 
caught in some ill-fitting disguise. 
In an ironic way, there was some 
justice in that. Bundy’s remorse 
sprang from his inability to con- 
vince fans that reality and appear- 
ance were two very different 
things. 

As everyone in the country 
knows, Bundy has recently gained 


nationwide fame as a fan favorite. 
The 420-pounder has proved him- 
self a hero time and time again. 
Bundy has also discovered he 
loves being loved by the fans. He 
assumed that they would follow 
him anywhere. Based on his 
questionable background, _ that 
was a poor assumption to make. 

Bundy’s problems began when 
he received a phone call from 
Jimmy Hart. At the time, Bundy 
didn’t think there would be any 
harm in associating himself—tem- 
porarily—with the hated. Mid- 
Southern manager. Today, Bundy 
wishes he hung up on the man 
as soon as he heard his voice. 
Instead, he listened to Hart’s 


proposition. The manager offered 
him a huge sum of money to 
wrestle Jerry Lawler. It never oc- 


curred to him that the fans in 
Memphis would adore Lawler the 
way they do. Anyone battling 
against the Memphis fans’ hero 
would be hated. Bundy, figuring 
the Tennessee fans had seen him 
on television and knew he was 
trustworthy, assumed they’d be in 
his corner. It was, Bundy admitted 
later, the biggest and most heart- 
breaking mistake of his life. 

Hart knew the fans would be 
against Bundy, and he knew how 
much that would hurt the wrestler. 
What's more, he correctly 
guessed that the booing would 
turn Bundy into a more fearsome 
grappler. Hart didn’t care about 
Bundy. All he wanted was some- 
one to. batter Lawler into 
insensibility. 

The night of the match, Bundy 


walked into the arena expecting 
to be cheered. Instead, he was 
greeted with a salvo of boos and 
insults. The expression on his 
face went from shock to hurt to 
outrage. To make matters worse, 
Lawler was greeted by adoring 
cheers. Hurt beyond understand- 
ing, Bundy poised for revenge on 
the fans and Lawler. Hart saw this 
and couldn’t have been happier. 

There was nothing in the ensu- 
ing battle that dampened Hart’s 
joy. Just as the manager as- 
sumed, the boos __ released 
Bundy’s cruelty, a savage streak 
that hadn’t been seen since 


Bundy became a fan favorite. 
What Bundy did in the match was 
reprehensible. It 
devastating. 

It took all of Lawler’s abilities to 


was also 


=< a ae oe 


Bundy wraps his massive arms around Lawler’s head (top left). Bundy, 
whose legs weigh more than the average man, executes a legdrive 
against the downed Lawler (left). ‘‘The King’ seems amused by the 
futility of trying to budge the 420-pounder (above). 


survive. Jerry realized this wasn’t 
an athletic contest but a horrible 
brawl. There was no sense of win- 
ning or losing. In this kind of war, 
you try to inflict more punishment 
than you give. Lawler, a wily vet- 
eran, was able to return dirty 
move for dirty move. It was a 
match in which neither man could 
take pride. 

Finally, sickened by the ugly ex- 
hibition of wrestling savagery, the 
referee ordered a double-disquali- 
fication. What followed was one of 
the strangest occurrences to ever 
happen in a wrestling ring. 

At first, Bundy was enraged; his 
fury was far from spent. Then his 
body froze, as if he’d been pole- 
axed from behind and didn’t quite 
know what hit him. Then this dis- 
quieting look of embarrassment 


contorted his features. As the 
crowd booed, Bundy looked at 
them as if begging for forgive- 
ness. His plaintive gaze lasted 
about five seconds. At the end of 
those seconds, the crowd was 
still. It was impossible to boo this 
gargantuan human who looked as 
sad as anyone could possibly be. 
Then Bundy shrugged his shoul- 
ders and slinked back to the 
dressing room. Even _ Lawler 
looked stunned at this turn of 
events. 

Hart kept his wits about him. 
He left the arena without talking 
to Bundy. It didn’t take a seer to 
see what would happen if the 
devastated Bundy got his hands 
on Hart. The wily manager didn’t 
care. He’d gotten what he want- 
ed: Lawler battered in a brawl. 


The next day, Bundy held a 
press conference. That’s when he 
looked remorseful and made ev- 
eryone uncomfortable. During his 
entire statement, he never once 
looked at the reporters. 

“What | did last night,” he 
read, head down, “was inexcus- 
able. | believed the fans would 
cheer a man for who he is instead 
of what he does. | expected blind 
faith and loyalty; no one should 
expect or deserve that. They were 
right to boo me. As my actions 
showed, | didn’t earn any respect. 

“| was wrong. | ask that the 
fans forgive me. | first lost my 
bearing and then my temper. I’ve 
since found both. | don’t ask the 
fans to believe me. All | ask is 
that they let me once again earn 
their respect.” O 


| After taking King Kong off his feet, Lawler takes advantage of the situa- 
tion by delivering a fistdrop as he springs from the turnbuckles (left). 


depressed man (above). 


Standing over Lawler and soaking up the fans’ boos, Bundy is one 
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Lou Albano’s unearthed some strange characters, but 
Moon Dog Mayne (above) has got to be the weirdest 
i he’s ever brought east. Albano (left) has his hands 
>» full trying to control the unpredictable Moon Dog. 


Lou Albano had been telling a lot of weird tales about his new 
discovery. Knowing how Albano exaggerates, nobody believed 
him. But when he unveiled Moon Dog Mayne to eastern audiences, 


ee it seemed Albano's stories were true! 


HERE ARE A lot of weird 

people in a big city like New 
York. A romp down any of its mid- 
town streets will find you stopping 
to gaze in amazement at religious 
freaks, junkies, hobos and pornog- 
raphy shop browsers. 

The police department is used to 
receiving reports about weirdos 24 
hours a day. But there’s one case 
that stands out on the police blot- 
ter. It was reported by the owner 
of a small pet shop on Eighth Ave- 
nue and 37th Street. 

“This guy came in and asked for 
a dozen goldfish in a bowl,” he re- 
ported. “When I gave them to him 
he threw the bow! on the floor, got 
down on his hands and knees and 
ate every one of the fish—alive! 
Then he gulped the broken glass 
bowl down piece by piece. I couldn’t 
believe my eyes!” 

The police shrugged it off as a 
crank call. But when it happened 
again and again at various pet 
shops throughout the city, they de- 
cided that there must be some 
truth to it. So they staked out sev- 
eral pet shops in the area for a 
week or so. 

Four days went by. Nothing. 
Then on the fifth, a Monday night, 
it happened. A cop posing as a store 
clerk was ordered by a customer to 
get him a dozen goldfish in a glass 
bowl. When the policeman filled the 
order he was astonished. He wit- 
nessed the same incident that had 
been reported by the shop owners. 
The man was grabbed by police, in- 
formed of his rights, and taken to 
the police station. 

“T have to get to the Garden,” the 
man kept insisting as he was being 
interrogated by the local precinct’s 
psychiatrist. 

“Why, do you eat flowers also?” 
the doctor asked sarcastically. 

Upon checking his wallet the of- 
ficers found his identification. 

“Moon Dog Mayne,” it read. “In 
case of emergency contact Louis 
Albano,” and it gave Albano’s tele- 
phone number. 

Seconds after the call, Albano 
rushed out of his plush suburban 
home and drove down to the city. 
When he got to the police station, 
Mayne was still in with the head- 
shrinker. 

(Continued on page 54) 


While arguing with the 
referee, Mayne (right) 
stomps on Pedro Morales’ 
neck. Of course, he 

holds onto the rope 

with his right hand 

for added leverage. 
Albano claims he found 
Mayne howling at a 
full moon with a wolf. 


Part of Moon Dog's pre-match 
ritual consists of sharpening 
his teeth on the ropes (left). 
Moon Dog stunned New York TV 
audiences by eating three live 
goldfish during an interview! 
Albano insists it’s for the 

protein content. Moon Dog also 
chews and eats light bulbs 

and glass. Below: He lines up 
Morales for a straight right. 


By DONALD KELLY 


BULL CURRY sounded like a 
man who was eating gravel for 
lunch. “Haw!” he said. He turned 
to his son. “We fixed them bums 
real good, huh, Freddie boy?” he 
rasped. 

We were sitting in a fancy res- 
taurant in Galveston, Texas, and 
everybody glared at our table as 
Bull chortled over the tag battle 
he and Fred had had the night 
before with The Clawman and 
The Wrecker. 

“Haw!” Curry snorted again. 
“Imagine the nerve of that Claw- 
man... comin’ inta the ring with 
that crazy mask and braggin’ 
about how nobody could rip it off 
him. He got me mad, y’know? 
Naw, not on accounta his braggin’ 
about the mask. But did you see 
the color of it? Red! Hell, that’s 
like wavin’ a red flag in front of 
a bull.” 

Curry’s eyebrows twitched as 
he roared at his own joke. “Get 
it? Get it?” he said gleefully, dig- 
ging his ham-like fist into this re- 
porter’s ribs. 


It took some doing but Bull Curry and his son 
Freddie pulled off the coup of the year in 
their match with The Clawman and The Wrecker 


bruises all over his face. Bull him- 
self was totally unmarked. 

“Maybe it was easy for you,” 
we told Bull, “but look what hap- 
pened to Freddie here.” 

“What, what—what happened 
to Freddie?” Bull blustered. “That 
little cut?” He grabbed his son by 
the back of his neck and pulled 
him affectionately toward him. 
“Hell, that’s nuttin’. Nuttin’ at 
all. You oughtta see what we done 
to them other guys!” 

Fred grinned sheepishly. A 
college graduate, he has none of 
his father’s rough ways and 
hasn’t yet developed Bull’s ten- 
dency to embellish a story. “Well,” 
he said, “we got into a few tight 
spots last night—but they weren’t 
TOORDAC 2 wnt, 

Bull cuffed Fred under the chin. 
“That’s my boy,” he said proud- 
ly. “They taught him to talk like 
that in college. It took them four 
years. I’ll knock it outta him in a 
few months.” 


Despite the corn, you can’t help 
liking the guy. His laugh, a cross 
between a hippo’s bellow and a 
chimpanzee’s cackle, is infectious 
and there’s an earthy fizz to his 
talk. 

But there’s one thing about 
Bull: he likes to tell a story in his 
own sweet time and if you try to 
hurry him he gets as obstinate 
as a wife whose husband is at- 
tempting to coax her out of a 
mink coat. 

“This Clawman,” he said, “tried 
to be cute. He tells me and 
Freddie he’ll give us a hundred 
bucks if we can get his mask off. 
‘Hell,’ I told him, ‘me and Fred- 
die are gonna do you a favor and 
take it off for nuttin’! We did, 
too. It was easy.” 

Judging from Fred Curry’s 
slashed forehead, though, it had 
been far from a picnic. A thick 
strip of adhesive covered Fred’s 
right eyebrow. His lips were still 
puffy. And there were nasty 


“What about the match, Bull? 
You were saying...” 

Bull’s thick black eyebrows 
twitched. “Don’t rush me, boy. I 
was getting to that. We come out 
like wildeats, see? A little too 
fast. This Clawman bum, he gets 
holda me and while he’s hangin’ 
on, The Wrecker starts kickin’ me 
in the gut. 

“Did it hurt? Hell, no! Nobody 
ean hurt old Bull. I give this 
Clawman a bit of business—some- 
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thing I picked up in Japan—and 
go for The Wrecker. But Freddie 
spoils my fun by jumpin’ on The 
Wrecker’s back. 

“Now my back is turned and 
that gives The Clawman a chance 
to nail me from behind. He wraps 
an arm around my neck and — 
boom! boom! boom !—starts slug- 
gin’ me. He’s huffin’ and he's 
puffin’ while he’s doin’ this and I 
get scared he might have a heart 
attack. 


“T’m so busy worryin’ about his 
health that I don’t see what Fred- 
die’s up to. He’s up to nuttin’. 
That dirty Wrecker flips him over 
his head. Imagine that bum — 
doin’ that to my boy! So I leave 
The Clawman huffin’ and puffin’ 
and dive at The Wrecker. 

“The next thing I know I’m 
sittin’ in a ringside seat and The 
Clawman is standing over me, 
punchin’ hell outta me. Then 
Freddie comes down and punches 
hell outta him!” 

Bull forked up a thick piece of 
prime steak, gave his son a fond 
look and went on: “That boy is 
terrific. I just sat there watching 
him. He tromped that Clawman 
until the bum yowled. Then I got 
my hands on a chair and bonged 
it over the Clawman’s head. When 
The Wrecker tried to join the 
party, I whomped him, too.” 

Curry speared some french 
fried potatoes and gobbled them 
up. “By this time, I figured we’d 
had enough fun. It was time to get 
down to business—rippin’ that 
mask off. We chased them bums 
back into the ring and I got to 
work on The Clawman. Man, you 
never seen a guy so shy. He 
wanted to hang on to that mask 
in the worst way. 

“T slammed him across the 
ropes and pulled and pulled but 
the damn thing wouldn’t come off. 
He musta had it glwed on. Finally, 
I grabbed a hunk of wood—and 
pried it loose. 

“Well, you shouldda seen his 
face. He looked so funny—like he 
was standin’ there naked. Then 
he runs around the ring like 
crazy. When I got a good squint 
at his mug I almost dropped. It 
was a guy who'd been wrestling 
for years—Ike Eakins.” 

Bull wolfed down the remains 
of his steak and shook his head. 
“You know,” he said, “I don’t 
think I like takin’ off a guy’s mask 
any more. Why, it takes all the 
mystery out of the sport!” = 


GEORGE STEELE: 


ONE MAN 
WRECKING CREW 


F YOU EVER wondered who 

not to allow near anything 
breakable, the one person you 
should immediately think of is 
George “The Animal” Steele. 
Unfortunately, people in the 
Boston Garden didn’t realize this 
when they allowed this crazed 
madman to wrestle there. 

The place will never be the 
same again. 

This is not to say that George 
conducted himself in a fashion 


unlike his usual. In fact, those 
who know him well found his 
rampage in Boston rather typical 
for the man. They have come to 
expect far worse. After all, in this 
case, the arena was sstill 
standing when he finished 
(though just barely). Some other 
places have not been so 
fortunate. 

Yet what George did in 
Boston is so much the epitome of 
his character—the telling signs 


that this man is not entirely 
stable—that he should be placed 
under a doctor’s care before it is 
too late. George Steele is, 
indeed, a maniac of epic 
proportions. 

Enough invective has yet to be 
coined to sufficiently charac- 
terize the crazed nature of 
Steele’s behavior. He is vicious 
and brutal—and that is just to 
the ringposts! What he does to his 
opponents is far worse! No man 


Savaging opponents isn’t enough for George Steele. He 
has to change the architecture of the arena! When Steele 
goes on a rampage, everything is destroyed in his path! 
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is safe when George Steele is let 
loose. 

Rumor has it that there are 
moments when Steele can talk 
and act like a rational human 
being. Of course, these are only 
rumors, yet to be substantiated. 
Most people have seen George 
in only one state—insanity. 

In all fairness, it should be 
pointed out that when pressed, 
George Steele can be an 
excellent wrestler. He does 
seem to have some sort of innate 
knowledge of the sport which 
sees him through many of his 
battles. However, the majority of 
his victories have not been the 
results of well-executed 
scientific maneuvers. He has 
won because of his vicious, 
brutal brawling. There have 
been many savaged opponents 
along the way. There will most 
likely be many more. 

But on one particular night, 
the opponent was let off easier 
than the arena. The Boston 
Garden will never forget the visit 
by George Steele. After all, who 
could forget seeing agrown man 
(at least physically grown up) 
swinging from the rafters? And 
that was when he was sstill 
somewhat in control of his 
actions! 

When George finally did go 
berserk, all hell broke loose. To 
begin with, Steele was still in the 
middle of his match. However, 
that didn’t bother George. He 
just ignored the man he was 
supposed to be wrestling and 
went after the arena_ itself. 
Nothing escaped his attention, 
except of course the referee, 
who was yelling at him to get 
back into the ring and wrestle! 

Shouting, “You! You! You!” 
Steele ran into the audience, 
terrifying the thousands of 
spectators. They had not 
expected anything like this when 
they had bought their tickets. 
Then again, they should have 
known that when George Steele 
wrestles, expect the unex- 
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George Steele, armed with a chair, stands outside the ring, surveying the damage he’s 
already done. His expression shows the carnage wasn't up to his expectations, so 
George went on another spree of destruction 
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Above: Steele topples over the ring steps. 
Right: Ring post cushions are ripped 
apart by Steele. Below: George dares 
anyone to stop his rampage of 


destruction. Bottom: A press table is 
reduced to splinters as Steele destroys 
everything. 


pected, which is exactly what 
happened. 

People fled from their seats, 
fearful of the damage Steele 
might do to them in his crazed 
state of mind. Others, trembling 
in their chairs, were too 
frightened to move. No one knew 
where to turn. No place in the 
entire Boston Garden was safe 
from the assault of George 
Steele. 

No one was quite sure how to 
handle Steele. The special police 
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were at a loss; they had never 
encountered anyone like 
George. The fans were frozen in 
fear. Wrestlers who had been 
waiting in the dressing rooms 
took the whole matter in stride. 
They knew what to do with 
George Steele. 

But before they could arrive on 
the scene, George still had some 
damage to inflict on the arena. A 
set of wooden steps leading to 
the ring became an object for 
Steele to demolish. The stairs 
became of little use very quickly; 


George had taken them apart in 
his bare hands. 

It took several wrestlers to 
finally control Steele, and even 
they had a difficult time of it. 
George was certainly not in a 
mood to be cooperative. The 
crazed Steele gave the wrestlers 
the same treatment he gave the 
arena—he tried to tear them 
apart. 

For their part, the wrestlers 
who rescued the Boston Garden 
from Steele did a very 


commendable job, and _ they 
remained calm throughout the 
entire procedure. Of course, this 
was not the first time they had 
come to the rescue, and it 
probably will not be the last. And 
to make matters worse, Steele 
has a contract to wrestle in 
Boston again. It is expected he 
will do more of the same! 
Someday, someone will finally 
decide to call the men in the 
white coats to take George 
Steele away. And that may be 
the salvation of many arenas! 
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Abdullah the Butcher is known as an 
animal. But even a starving beast wouldn't . 
‘eat what Abdullah does! pxotos BY DANNY GODDARD” 


_ eats for his Painting regimen. 


Re : < peat 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER'S 


“BREAKFAST OF 
CHAMPIONS” 


(Continued on page 52) 


CLASSIC ACTION: 1989 
Man cannot live by chicken alone. Abdullal 
eyes that means Eddie Gilbert just might be 
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CLASSIC ACTION: OCTOBER 1977 
Dusty Rhodes is one man Superstar Gra- 
ham didn’t like to hang out with. Dusty 
often wears a crimson mask, obscuring 
the face that he claims is beautiful. 


| LOOK BAD, 


YOU SHOULD SEE 


MY OPPONENT!” 


BY DUSTY RHODES 


OBODY IS PROUD ofa 

match like this. But you 
don’t go into it for pride. A 
strap match is taken just for 
revenge. 

There are many people 
who say a strap match is too 
violent. Maybe they’re right. 
1 can’t think of a decent 
defense for them. They’re 
good, though, for making a 
gutter rat crawl. Some- 
times, it takes an indecent 
match to bring decency back 
to the sport. 

So | bled. Those are the 
risks. It’s expected. I’m not 
crying about it. If some 
people don’t like bloody 
matches—and I! respect 
them for it—they don’t have 
to watch. These bouts aren't 
very pretty or sportsmanlike. 
Yet, a man can. feel his very 

(Continued on page 56) 


‘Ss soul The paint on Dusty Rhodes’ 

face opened painful wounds inside 

of Kabuki’s heart. Memories of a terrible 

accident and hideous disfigurement caused 

the Japanese superstar to become nearly insane 

with grief. Perhaps this match was one of Rhodes’ 
ereatest victories. It may also have been the night the 
American Dream sunk to the lowest depths of depravity 


Dusty Rhodes, his face painted in the san 
manner as his adversary, introduces” 
Kabuki’s face to a ringside chair. 


THE SCARS 
OF THE PAST 
CAN NEVER HEAL 


PHOTOS BY EMMY YATES 


USTY RHODES HAD a grin 

as wide as Texas across his 
face. But that wasn’t all. In addition 
to the grin was a hefty amount of 
makeup. Kabuki-style makeup, 
to be exact, along with the word 
“warrior” emblazoned across 
his chest. 

The fans loved it. At Dusty’s 
instigation, the crowd on hand 
broke into hysterical laughter, 
cheers, and howls when Dusty 
entered the ring. No wonder. His 
opponent was Kabuki himself. 

As the true Kabuki entered the 
ring and saw himself so 
hideously mocked by the former 
NWA champion, a look of 
impenetrable seriousness came 
across his face. Even through the 
makeup, it was no trick to see 
that Kabuki was more disturbed 
than amused by Dusty’s 


Dusty threatens Kabuki with a pair of 
deadly Oriental nunchakas (above). 
The fierce battle strays from the 
ring (below). 


psychout attempt. 

The fans at ringside felt 
otherwise. 

“Haw, that’s great, look at 
that,” cried Eddie Herbert, one 
of the more vocal fans on hand at 
the match. “I never liked that 
idiot Kabuki anyway,” Herbert 
told PWI, ‘and Rhodes really is 
giving it to him tonight! Ha! He’s 
really showing everyone what an 
idiot Kabuki really is, and that 
dumb fool is probably too stupid 
to even be able to laugh at 
himself or his opponent in the 
ring. Warrior .. . great!” 

The match between Dusty and 
Kabuki showed that Rhodes was 
much more, than a comedian 
that night... and that Kabuki was 
much less than amused. The 
Japanese superstar’s anger 

(Continued on page 58) 


Dusty contemplates his next move as 
a stunned Kabuki recoils from the 
attack (left). Kabuki starts Rhodes’ 
blood flowing with a rear karate 
attack (above). 
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WAS FAST at work on my Chinese 

take-out when the phone rang in the 
office. | never answer the phone during 
lunch, but since our staff of secretaries 
were themselves out to lunch—pun intend- 
ed—I was left with very little choice. As it 
turns out, I’m glad I did. 

“Talk fast, my soup’s getting cold,” I 
answered in my best why are you calling 
here at this time voice. 

“Ah, ah! Well, well! If it isn’t Mr. Ellner. 
Mother and I were so hoping that you 
would answer. She absolutely dotes over 
you!” 

Only one person that I know over the 
age of six works his mother into every 
conversation he has. It could only be Per- 
cival Pringle. My antennae went immedi- 
ately up. Percy never called to just ex- 
change pleasantries. At best he was fishing 
for a little free publicity; at worst he could 
be after some real favor. 

“Look Percy, I'm really busy here, how 
about if I get back ... 

“Oh now, now Edward. Have a little 
patience. It’s not often that a pot of gold is 
delivered to your doorstep. Especially by 
the greatest manager in wrestling history. 
Oh, excuse me? Oh, yes, of course. How 
remiss of me. Hand delivered by the great- 
est manager and his mother.” 

I was in no mood for this. 

“Percy, I'm really in no mood for this.” 

“Oh, but of course you are, Edward. 
Who are you to judge your moods? But if 
you're really not interested I suppose | 
could go elsewhere with all this informa- 
tion on The Link. 

“Because that’s what this is all about, 
Edward. The Link. It’s finally time to talk.” 

I stared at my food. The won ton soup 
looked remarkably like what used to seep 
out of my uncle’s corns when he slept. My 
appetite made a sudden tum from China 
and headed toward Parts Unknown. Or 
maybe Parts to be Known. 

“You got my ear, Percy. Make it good.” 

—————— 


And Pringle really did have my ear, as 
anybody did when the subject tumed to 
The Missing Link. The Link first caught 
my eye about four years ago, when I was 
down in New Orleans visiting some friends. 
We took in a card at the Superdome and 
it was there that I saw Link wrestle Ted 
DiBiase, who was then a favorite of the 
fans. 

The Link was managed by Gen. 
Skandor Akbar, who was able to control 
his erratic and apparently dangerous be- 
havior with an ease that aroused my curi- 
osity. What was the source of Akbar’s 
influence? Was it a word? A potion? Some 
ritualized incantation? 

My reportorial instincts also prickled at 

(Continued on page 66) 
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MISSING 


IS A LOT MORE 
THAN A 
WRESTLING ODDITY 


By Eddie Ellner 


There are those who equate The Missing Link with 
the clowns of the rodeo—bit players who provide 
the fans with some comic relief in between main 
events. As any wrestler who has caught The Link 
on a bad night will tell you, such a statement 
couldn’t be farther from the truth 
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THE SWEDISH ANGEL 


LUKE GRAHAM 
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WILL PAUL ORNDORFF 
EVER MAKE THE 
“BIG TIME” AGAIN? 


~ cod ~ a _. Zz a ; 
“Mr. Wonderful” Paul Omdorff is battling some of the top stars on the independent circuit, including 
Austin Idol (above left) and Kamala (above right). Omdorff hasn’t lost any of the arrogance that carried 
him to within a hair’s breadth of the WWF World title in 1986. 


Paul Orndorff knows what it’s like to be at the pinnacle of 
this sport. After headlining some of the biggest cards of 
the past decade, “Mr. Wonderful” is now grappling in 
independent federations, seeking the best competition he 
can find. But will he ever regain his status as one of 
wrestling’s biggest stars? 
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Photos by Al Bello & Ed Russino 


By Bob Smith 
Four YEARS REPRESENTS a siz- 
able amount of time in any per- 
son’s life, but four years for an ath- 
lete can be a lifetime. 

Back in 1986, Paul Orndorff was 
one of the biggest stars in the wres- 
tling world. Today, he looks back on 
those days and smiles broadly. 

“Il was the biggest thing going, 
and don’t you forget it,” said the 
always-confident Orndorff. “I was 
the top contender to the WWF 
World title for more than two years. 
Huge crowds. Big purses. | don’t 
mind telling you, | was as hot—red- 
hot.” 

Coming from the mouths of most 
wrestlers, these comments would 
seem like typical hyperbole, particu- 
larly from a man who currently com- 
petes on the independent circuit. 
History, however, proves that Orn- 
dorff truly was one of the top com- 
petitors of the past decade. 

In 1985, Orndorff teamed with 
Roddy Piper to face Hulk Hogan and 
Mr. T in the main event of the very 
first WrestleMania extravaganza. In 
1986, his series of matches against 
Hogan was voted Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated’s “Feud of the Year” award. 

Orndorff always seemed to be set- 
ting new standards in those days. A 
superbly muscled but arrogant rule- 
breaker, Orndorff became 1986's 
“Most Hated Wrestler” by pushing 
then-WWF World champion Hogan 
to his limit in a violent series of 
matches all over North America. His 
August 28, 1986, bout against the 
“Hulkster” at Exhibition Stadium in 
Toronto drew more than 70,000 peo- 
ple, a new wrestling. attendance 
record up to that time. 

Orndorff had everything going his 
way. But after two years of turmoil 
that saw him shift between rule- 
breaker and fan favorite several 
times, Orndorff surprised everybody 
by retiring in 1987. 

(Continued on page 60) 
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FUTURE CLASSIC 


THE ORIENT EXPRES, 
PULLS INTO 


WAVE 


Photos by David Fitzgerald 


By Dave Rosenbaum and high-flying maneuvers. Quick, Pain. Possesses one of the most bril- 

AT TANAKA. FORMER AWA smart, deceptive ... and dangerous. _liant minds in the sport. Wily, insid- 
World tag team champion with § Akio Sato. Veteran martial arts star ious, deceptive ... and dangerous. 

Paul Diamond. Master of self-defense with a thirst for victory. Willing to do Together they are The Orient Ex- 

s ma whatever it takes to win his first world press, the hottest team to roll into the 

s tag team title. Athletic, fast, deceptive WWF in years. Their sights are set on 

. and dangerous. Demolition, and they have the ability 


Mr. Fuji. Former manager of WWE _ to get the job done. Separately, they’re 
World tag team champions Demolition deceptive and dangerous. Together, 
; and top contenders The Powers of they could be unstoppable. 
= d Flashback to WrestleMania VI in 


- Toronto, Ontario: The Orient Express 

j P] is in trouble against The Rockers, but 

a Sato tosses a handful of salt in Marty 
: — z Jannetty’s eyes. Jannetty is unable to 


(Continued on page 61) 


©THE TAG TMLE! 
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Pat Tanaka wants Smash 
(right), and he wants Demoli- 
tion’s WWF tag team title. The 
Orient Express matches up well 
against The Rockers, as Tana- 
ka takes on Shawn Michaels 
(below) and Akio Sato goes af- 
ter Marty Jannetty (bottom 
right). 


There's new blood in the WWF. The wrestlers are. ~ 

Pat Tanaka and Akio Sato, their manager is Mr. ~ 
Fuyi, and the team is called The Orient Express. 
They're on a fast track to success, and the WWF 
World tag team tile is their ultimate goal 


THE GREAT PAMPERO 
(Continued from page 21) 


interview is getting me a little sick. 
I think we should end it now.” 

‘“Whatsamatta?” he snapped. “You 
can’t take it?” 

“I can take it,” I replied, “but 
I’ve never seen anybody chew some- 
one’s ear off and break someone’s 
back—and ENJOY it!” 

“Listen...let me tells you some- 
thin’ Mister reporter. Rules... regu- 
lations ... they are for the sissy ones. 
I wrestle as men wrestle—the primi- 


” 


Pampero points to his stab 
wound (right) and insists 


it’s nothing compared to what 
he plans for Morales. He beat 


Pedro many years ago—but 


this time he plans to cripple the 
popular Puerto Rican. Below: 


Detroit police have to hold 


Pampero back—a typical end 


to his wild battles. 


tive way! I don’t ask and I don’t give 
any mercy. Get the picture?” 

“Of course, but...” 

“Now ...I fight fire by fire. This 
is the jungle law.” 

“But haven’t you ever wrestled— 
pardon the expression—scientific? 
You know. Clean?” 

“WHO ARE YOU TALKING TO? 
Clean? Hah! This term is from the 
civilized world! In my country we are 
taught from the moment we’re born 


to defend ourselves. This is the only 
way we can survive. I am involved 
in a very dangerous business. Danger 
is my business.” 

“Well, thank you for this way out 
interview,” I said, since I had more 
than enough and wanted to get out 
of there as fast as I could. “I guess 
we can look forward to seeing you 
wrestle Pedro Morales up in New 
York in a few months.” 

“You know something?” he added, 


indicating that although I might 
have thought the interview was 
over—he certainly didn’t. “When I 
look into this guy Morales,” he went 
on, “I recall a big, wide sack of rice, 
you know. And rice is very easy to 
digest. And this is what I have in 
mind.” 

“As I recall,” I volunteered, “you 
did beat him a few years ago... 
about 1961 if I remember.” 

“Welllll—that was a_ one-sided 
contest. I was practically playing 
with him like a yo-yo. And he was 
looking like a Mexican jumping 
bean. Up and down. Up and down. 
Yeah. I beat Morales before and I'll 
do it again! This time I'll stop him 
for good.” 

“Are you still living up to your 
three-word slogan?” 

“Yes. Kill! Destroy!! PULVER- 
IZE!!!" 

“Pulverize? What happened to 
murder?” 

“Well, you know lately when I 
use that term my opponent gets so 
esscared he start making excuses. 
‘I couldn't make it because I have 
a flat tire. I couldn’t make it because 
I have trouble with my engine. I 
couldn’t make it because suddenly 
I have headache.’ You know what I 
mean?” 

“So now you simply pulverize 
them.” 

“Yeaaahhh. Until the moment 
comes in the ring. Then I do the 
third word. But sshhhhh. Don’t tell 
no one. Because you know...as 
soon as they smell something going 
on in my brain...all these guys 
.., they get sick suddenly. And I 
don’t like that. I don’t like that at 
all!” 

It became obvious he could have 
gone on all day. So once more I 
tried. “Thank you very much for this 
interview—GREAT—Pampero,” I 
said. 

“Correct!” he roared. “And let 
me give you a few words for Mister 
Morales,” he added. “If you are 
essmart enough—which I don’t be- 
lieve you are—you'll stay away from 
me. Leave that belt. Because if 
not... you will have to leave it any- 
way. You will become a crippled 
one. I will get you. You see...I 
know your language. I know your 
culture. And I am far ahead of you.” 

“Mentally?” I asked. 

“Mentally esspeaking,” he ans- 
swered. “Oooooh yeaaahhhhh!” [] 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


SUMMER 1986 


WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n' Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include; Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n' Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli. Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 
WINTER 1988/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Sto- 
ries include: DiBiase, Flair, Duggan, Sting, Pip- 
er, Luger, Brody. 

SPRING 1989/Color pinup: Rick Steamboat. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Lawler, Blazer, Sting, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Jake-Andre, Powers of Pain. 
SUMMER 1989/Color pinup: Sting & Lex 
Luger. Stories include: Hogan, Von Erich, Sting 
& Ultimate, Warriors, Nikita, Luger. 
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10 YEARS OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
WRESTLING! 


The March 1990 edition of Inside 
Wrestling is a collector's dream: A 
magnificent eight-page FULL-COLOR 
section offers exclusive coverage of 
all the highlights of the 1980s. Plus, 
this landmark magazine offers a dy- 
namic and fast-paced year-by-year re- 
view of all the major events of the 
1980s. It truly is a piece of wrestling 
history; a magazine you'll cherish for- 
ever! Copies of this once-in-a-decade 
newsstand sellout are only $5 each. 
Supplies are limited, so order today! 


| snake check or money order payable | 


yand send to: 
TV SPORTS | 
I Box 48 l 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | 


Please rush me —— issues of the | 
March 1990 Inside Wrestling. | enclose 
I$5 for each one | am ordering. 


| State Zip 


Ha other countries $7. International money order 
only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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ABDULLAH 


(Continued from page 34) 


Abdullah has been:known to happily munch on raw fish (above). He 
must not like to clean up after cooking. However, his odd tastes 

go far past eating his food raw—he’s been known to feast upon 
styrofoam cups and paper (below left)and snack on pieces of wood 
(below right). People have been known to run out of the room very 
nauseated after watching Abdullah satisfy his strange appetites! 


Abdullah doesn’t like mouthwash 
but sweetens his breath with a 
spray of furniture wax (above). 
Abdullah doesn’t give a reason 
for eating gobs of vaseline 
(below) except that he seems 

to like it. And no one is 

foolish enough to try to argue 
with this berserk mat star! 


OK OK 


GET FIT TODAY— 


THE ONE-ON-ONE WAY! 
Te IOI I I te kek 


You don’t have to just be another face in the crowd. Get in shape the 
best way possible—one on one, with either the Personal Trainer 
Series, or “Body By Jake’s” Jake Steinfeld. 

Don’t delay—start on the road to fitness today! 


#1 PERSONAL TRAINER SERIES: 
LEVEL ONE—THE START 
$24.95/46 Min./MCA Home Video 


#2 PERSONAL TRAINER SERIES: 
LEVEL TWO—INTERMEDIATE 
$24.95/55 Min./MCA Home Video 


Gold’s Gym, a recognized leader in the 
world of health and fitness, presents a 
unique way to shape and tone your body at 
home. Gold’s Gym Personal Trainer Series 
gives you the workout you’ve been looking 
for. . . for the body you’ve always wanted. 


#3 BODY BY JAKE: DON’T QUIT 
$24.95/55 Min./MCA Home Video 


#4 BODY BY JAKE: 
ENERGIZE YOURSELF 
$24.95/60 Min./MCA Home Video 


For the first time on videotape, Hollywood’s 
“Trainer To. The Stars,” Jake Steinfeld, 
shows you the smokin’ exercise routines 
that keep clients like Morgan Fairchild, Mar- 
got Kidder, Teri Garr, and Harrison Ford 
looking great. Get in shape and have a 
good time! 
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Lou Albano Says (Continued from page 27) 


“There’s nothing wrong with that 
man,” Albano roared. “Get him out 
of there!” 

Upon paying a 50-dollar fine for 
“disturbing the peace,” which is all 
they could classify Mayne’s actions 
as, Albano took custody of him and 
rushed him to the Garden he was 
talking about—Madison Square 
Garden—where he was wrestling 
this night. 

“Tt’s incredible,” the doctor said 
disbelievingly. “That man is as sane 
as you or I. I found nothing wrong 
with him mentally. He had a good 
reason for eating the fish and the 
glass!” 

What reason would a man have 
for doing this? 

“If you had any brains like that 
headshrinker has, you’d realize that 
eating raw goldfish provides a high 
source of protein content,” Albano 
boasted at the top of his lungs. 
“Moon Dog likes to eat nine to 10 
pounds of these fish per day and 
he'll do anything to get them, in- 
cluding stealing if he has to.” 

Albano admitted that Mayne 
doesn’t live on only raw fish. 

“That’s right, dummy,” he con- 
tinued. “He drinks a quart of calves 
blood to supplement his diet. He 
also likes to chew and swallow 
glass. You could call it his dessert. 
This serves as an enzyme to digest 
his food. Just like birds need gravel 
to digest, Moon Dog needs glass.” 

That’s pretty weird, right? Well, 
you haven’t heard anything yet! 
Just listen to what happened at the 
swank hotel Mayne was staying at. 

“T couldn’t believe my eyes,” the 
clerk at the hotel’s drugstore’ re- 
ported. “He asked me for a pack of 
razor blades. I asked him what 
brand. ‘It doesn’t matter,’ he said. 

“So I gave him a pack of five for 
99¢. ‘Thanks,’ he nodded. Then he 
stood in front of me and opened the 
package. I asked him if he wanted 
anything else. He assured me he 
didn’t. He took one of the blades 
out of its protective wrapping and 
put it in his mouth! I’ve never seen 
anything so frightening in my life! 
He chewed on it and blood started 
to drip out of his mouth. Then he 
just turned around and left!” 

Okay. The next logical question 
is why does he chew razor blades? 

“Eating razor blades is very im- 
portant to his training,” the loud- 
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The moon isn't the only thing Mayne 


howls at. He’s also been known to 
voice his displeasure with the fans. 
Albano claims that revealing too 
much about Moon Dog's past could 
result in his winding up in jail. 

Of course, Lou is a master publi- 
cist, and will say anything to keep 
his grapplers in the spotlight. 
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Morales demonstrates the proper 
way to execute a flying dive off 
the top rope (above) as Mayne 
braces for the impact. Moon Dog's 
attempt (right) is not quite as 
artistic. Instead of leaping off 

the rope, he kind of falls for- 
ward as if he’s been shot. P.S. 

He also missed landing on Pedro. 


mouthed manager continued. “It 
sharpens his teeth. So when he has 
an opponent in trouble he can go 
ahead and sink them into the jugu- 
lar vein so the man might bleed to 
death.” 

Things were getting to sound a 
bit stomach turning. But Albano 
wasn’t finished yet. He wanted to 
club us in on Moon Dog’s daily 
training schedule. 

“He does seven miles of road- 
work a day, climbs up and down 
trees on the hundreds of acres of 
land I own, he chops wood and eats 


what he chops and many other 
things that are secret and I do not 
wish to discuss them at this time. I 
can, however, tell you that you’re 
looking at the next heavyweight 
champion.” - 

Albano has predicted that many 
of his men will win the title, King 
Curtis, whom he sold to The Grand 
Wizard, Luke Graham, and others. 

“They were all babies compared 
to Moon Dog,” he continued. “I 
know what will become of Moon 
Dog. That’s why I’m managing him. 


Moon Dog's armlock is 
not complete unless 
he also has a handful 
of hair (above). After 
whipping Pedro into 
the ropes, he gave him 
a knee to the stomach. 
Figuring Pedro’s hurt, 
Moon Dog climbs the 
ropes to finish him 
off, but Pedro is too 
fast and intercepts 
Mayne’s flying leap. 


Ever since I saw him for the first 
time when I was on a camping trip 
in the woods of Oregon. I knew he’d 
be a champion.” 

Albano told of his first meeting 
with Mayne and we admit it was 
really weird! 

“I found this man howling with a 
male wolf at the full moon. I saw he 
was inhuman even then,” he told us. 
“As you may or may not know I 
have made a study of Astronomy. I 
know the stars, the moon phases, 
I know the exact day and time this 


Albano demonstrates the 


tugging on a rope while Mayne 
pulls from the other end. 

Lou was unable to pull Moon 
Dog one inch and Mayne 

bit through the thick rope. 
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man was born, the very moment of 
his birth. I’m able to determine his 
future and from this I know he’s 
the next world champion.” 

In the ring Moon Dog carries a 
hangman’s noose and a stick. What 
could these be used for—except 
fouling his opponents? 

“The noose signifies that his op- 
ponents are as good as hung when 
they step into the ring. He will go 
to no end to break an opponent’s 
neck, I have to stand at ringside 
during his matches to stop him from 


strength in Moon Dog’s teeth by 


killing his opponents. At another 
time I may disclose his entire past, 
but spilling it now could have him 
barred from the ring for life and 
sent to jail.” 

What about the stick? 

“That’s none of your business,” 
he screamed. “Let’s just say it’s a 
special token of my esteem. I per- 
sonally chopped it out of the swamp 
woods of Georgia for him and it’s 
become his lucky charm.” 

From all that Albano told us, 
Mayne resembles a werewolf! 

“TI can’t disagree with you there,” 
he said. “I will not be responsible 
for his actions on the night of a full 
moon. Let’s drop it at that.” 

Is Mayne crazy? 

“He is not crazy!” Albano shriek- 
ed! “If you say vicious, if you say 
tough, if you say the toughest man 
in the world, I'll agree with you. 
He’s unbeatable, great, fierce, 285 
pounds of power, speed, agility, 
dynamite...” 

Albano went on screaming those 
adjectives for almost 15 minutes! 
The night we interviewed Albano, 
Mayne tore Pedro Morales apart 
with his teeth-and fouled him con- 
stantly. 

After the bouts Mayne and AI- 
bano left the arena so fast we could 
only get one word in. 

“Where are you rushing off to?” 
we asked. 

“Don’t bother me now, you idi- 
ots!” Albano shot back over his 
shoulder. “Can’t you see I’ve got an 
emergency situation on my hands?” 

At first it was not clear what Al- 
bano meant. Then we noticed. In 
the black sky above was a big, 
beautiful, full moon! O 
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OWN A PIECE OF 
WRESTLING HISTORY! 


Ssuresting 


In the March 1990 edition, Sports Re- 
view Wrestling featured a bonus FULL- 
COLOR “Year In Pictures” section! All 
the feuds, title changes, controversies, 
and drama of 1989 are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peak-action 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can capture them! 
Copies of this collectors’ issue are 
only $5 each. Supplies are limited, so 
order today! 


and send to: 


| Please rush me ————— issues of | 
I the March 1990 Sports Review Wres- 
| tling. | enclose $5 for each one | am | 
| ordering. 


| l 
I | 
| Name | 
I l 
| Address | 
1” | 
| State | 
| | 
l l 


All other countries $7. International money order only. 
| Please allow 34 weeks for delivery 


“IF YOU THINK | LOOK BAD, YOU SHOULD 
SEE MY OPPONENT!” 


(Continued from page 39) 


A TRIPLE-DOSE 


OF HOT ACTION! 


In addition to all the regular stories, interviews, and special features, these in- 
credible issues of The Wrestler, Inside Wrestling, and Sports Review Wrestling 
offered readers exclusive bonus sections. These magazines were newsstand 
sellouts, and are available only through this special offer 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY? 
Be sure to order yours today! 


Ib | < SPECIAL ISSUE #1 
oars | The spectacular August 1989 edition of The Wres- 

SL PERCAE tier provided very special FULL-COLOR coverage 
: Lise of one of the most historic days in wrestling histo- 
ry: SuperCard Sunday. On that day, WrestleMania 

V and Clash of the Champions VI took place, and 

this once-in-a-lifetime magazine provides all the 

, action and analysis of a once-in-a-lifetime day! 


jan na A: “—) < SPECIAL 
ewe’ 


x ISSUE #2 

A dynamic special sec- 
tion in the April 1989 is- 
sue of Inside Wrestling 
offered four pages of 
FULL-COLOR cover- 


being electrified during a 
strap match. Afterwards, 
there’s no way to pretend 
you're somebody you’ re not. 
The true man is revealed ina 
strap match. 

| hate Superstar Billy 
Graham. Not a very 
professional attitude, but 
one | take because | love my 
profession. So | was willing 
to risk serious injury to get 
Graham in a match he 
couldn’t run away from. 


< SPECIAL ISSUE #3 

The December 1989 issue of Sports Review Wres- 
tling called it ‘‘Wrestling’s Hottest Summer 
Ever!’’—and indeed it was! In that issue, readers 
saw four pages of glorious FULL-COLOR cover- 
age of the NWA’s Great American Bash and the 
WWF’s SummerSlam ’89. A very special editorial 
section offered exclusive in-depth analysis of both 


Maybe a wrestling arenajust | -——————— — —— — — — — —— — — — —-—--——— 1 
isn’t the right place for eensrtakeas’ a order 

settling these kinds of feuds. || iY cedars a ONLY S & EACH 
Still, how else could! getthe |I Box 48 


fans to see Graham crawl? |] ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


It’s important people get to | Please rush me the magazines | have checked below. 
see a ruthless popinjay like || !enclose $5 for each one | am ordering. 


Graham crawl. | © Aprit 1989 C1 August 1989 o December 1969 
I did what I felt | had todo. |! Foneatan eoles) (SuperCard Sunday) (irresthng's hottest suzumer) 


If people come along and | 
ban these bloody brawls, I'll 
understand and | won't 
complain. But until that day | 
comes, I'll take on any strap | 
challenge. | may be wrong, || 
but it’s my decision to || 
make. Dil 

{ 


City 
tebe) 


other countries $7. International money order only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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SUPER COLOR 
GRAB BAG 


“THEY'RE GOING FAST!” 


Our most popular back issue offer! 
Each of these Super Color Specials 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 
22” x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
the size of a regular PW/ centerfold)). 


| Make Check Payable And Send To: | 
| T.V. SPORTS 
Box 48 | 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Please send me the Super Color Specials! 
I've checked below. | enclose $3.00 for 
each one I’m ordering, or $7.50 for all] 
| three. 


01 8csS #1 Alternate choices | 
l oses43. 4 ——— 
licnses+e  ———— 


| PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Name 


Address Apt. 
City 


| State Zip 

| For all orders except the U.S., you must add$1.50 

| for every order for boat mail, and $3.00 for every 
order for airmail. Int'l money order only. 

| Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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(Continued from page 41) 


The physical harm Rhodes caused Kabuki was far less significant than the 
potential damage caused when he conjured memories of the Japanese star’s 
horrible accident that left his face scarred for life. 


showed in the brutal style of his 
wrestling that evening. 

Following the match, Kabuki’s 
manager Gary Hart explained 
why Dusty’s psychological 
strategy had the unexpected 
effect that it did. 

“It’s a delicate subject to 
discuss,” éxplained Hart, “and | 
hope that your readers won't 
misunderstand anything that | 


j 


have to say or take it in any way 
other than | intend. It’s sure as 
sin that Rhodes doesn’t 
understand the first thing about 
humanity and tact in life, much 
less in the ring. 

“Anyone who has followed 
the career of Kabuki for any 
length of time, as Dusty most 
certainly must have, knows the 
origin of the Kabuki-style 


makeup he wears,” Hart 
continued. “Quite some time 
ago, the man who now calls 
himself Kabuki was involved in.a 
very serious, very unfortunate 
accident. Without getting into 
any of the painful details, let me 
just say that it left him scarred for 
life. This is the reason why he 
now wears the makeup that 
he does.” 

“It’s a terrible thing for a man 
to go through an experience like 
that and then have to be 
reminded of it every time he 
looks into the mirror in the 
morning. But Kabuki is a proud 
man, he is a strong man. He 
fought the pain in the deepest 
recesses of his soul and emerged 
victorious over his fate. No 
longer did he allow his attitudes 
to be controlled by an accident 
of fate. He forgot many of the 
details of that black day and 
decided to live not in the past, 
but in the present and future. 

“Then, Dusty came along,” 
said Hart with pure, absolute 
contempt in each syllable. “1 
guess you can forgive him for his 
stupidity, say he never knew, but 
even Rhodes isn’t that stupid, 
though I’ll say he’s damn close to 
it. What he did was a deliberate 
attempt to capitalize on Kabuki’s 
misery and pain. By mocking the 
very makeup that covers 
Kabuki’s permanent scars, Dusty 
caused all the pain of that day 
years ago, all the horror of that 
terrible accident to be relived 
once again right in the ring. 

“| don’t mind telling you,” 
said Hart, “that Dusty’s psychout 
plan worked, it disturbed 
Kabuki. Yeah, it worked all right, 
but what a sleazy way of psyching 
an opponent. That fat lump of 
lard can’t be content with staring 
down a guy in thering, huh? He’s 
probably so ashamed of himself 
he can’t look anyone straight in 
the eyes. No, the scum has to go 
attack a man in the most painful 
way possible, he has to dredge 
up memories long buried, 


memories damn near too painful 
to relive again. 

“Kabuki’s strong, though. He'll 
make it through this crisis just as 
he made it through the same 
kind of crisis so many years ago. 
He’s a man of more than just 
physical strength. He possesses a 
rare inner strength that few men 
possess, and that Dusty Rhodes 
couldn’t hope to understand or 
even come close to obtaining.” 

Hart sighed as the weight of his 
story was lifted from his 


shoulders. He reached into his 
jacket’s inner pocket, produced 
a cigar, and took his time lighting 
it. He offered one final comment 
on the Rhodes/Kabuki affair. 


Referee Saran MGs ona SPIE 
Hart try to pry apart the wrestlers. 
Rhodes and Kabukicertainly have not 
seen the last of each other. 

“1 don’t know what Kabuki 
wants to do about this,” he said 
in a low, weary voice. “I know 
that if |!were him, | would want to 
make Rhodes suffer from the 
same kind of pain, live with the 
same kinds of scars, both 
physical and emotional, as him. 
That would teach the fat crud a 
lesson he’ll never be able to 
forget. That’s what | would want 
to do, and | would make sure 
that the lesson is permanent, if 
you know what | mean. 

“But Kabuki,” Hart took along 
puff on his cigar and blew a fat 
plume of smoke into the air, 
“well, | just don’t know what 
he’ll do. One thing | do know, 
though .. . he’ll do something.” 0 


THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 
SUPER SUMMER! 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ''The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer" competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don’t be disappointed—order 
yours today! 


i 
| Make check or money order payable 


| and send to: 
inv SPORTS 
BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me ——_—_-_—_—_copies of the 
December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
each copy | am ordering. 


| State Zip 


mes funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


“| had to get my life back in or- 
der,” recalled Orndorff, who didn’t 
set foot in a ring for almost two 
years. “I decided to lay back, open a 
bowling alley in Georgia, and get 
back in touch with the good things 
in life. All the time | was away, | 
missed wrestling, but | always knew 
I'd get back to it eventually. Late last 
year, | decided to return, but | want- 
ed to do it my way, at my pace. No 
sense pushing myself too hard and 
losing matches that | really should 
be winning.” 

It was a decision that has paid off 
handsomely. Orndorff has selected 
his matches carefully, and the results 
have been remarkable. He has yet to 
be pinned since making his come- 
back, and has defeated men like Ka- 
mala, Kerry Von Erich, Wayne 
Bloom, and Austin Idol on indepen- 
dent cards all over the country. 

But even though he’s winning his 
matches, Orndorff still has a large 
number of detractors. Some are 
claiming that Orndorff would never 
be so successful if he wasn’t wres- 
tling on smaller cards in front of 
smaller audiences. 

“He’s a shell of his former self,” 
said Idol, a loser to Orndorff in a 
match in Philadelphia in March. “His 
physique isn’t nearly as impressive 
as it used to be, and he damn well 
knows it. His skills aren’t what they 
used to be, either. He never 
would've beaten me if he hadn't 
clubbed me over the head with Paul 
E. Dangerously’s portable phone. 
Orndorff’s just a small-time has-been 
now. He'll never make it back to a 
major federation.” 

Surprisingly, there are others that 
agree with Idol. Nick Bockwinkel, a 
former AWA World champion, is 
also surprised to see Orndorff devot- 
ing his time to the independent 
ranks. 

“| can’t believe that a man of Orn- 
dorff’s ability is wasting his time 
mired in unimportant matches in 
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PAUL ORNDORFF 
(Continued from page 47) 


smaller arenas,” said Bockwinkel, 
long noted as a keen observer of 
talent. “After what he’s done in the 
past, Paul should be headlining ma- 
jor events in the biggest venues in 
the world. He still wrestles superbly, 
but he’s accomplishing very little in 
this fashion. He should sign up with 
a major federation, where he can 
prove he’s as great as he once was.” 

Orndorff doesn’t agree with his 


critics. He claims he’s been enjoying 
his return to the sport, and hasn't 
regretted any of the decisions he’s 
made since doing so. 

“What's minor league about what 
I'm doing?” Orndorff asks. “Look at 
the facts. If | wrestled in the WWF 
or NWA, I'd have to defeat a bunch 
of preliminary guys before | got 
shots at the top 10. But look at who 
I've already beaten! I’ve pinned Idol 
not once, but twice. I’ve sent Kamala 
back to the jungle where he be- 
longs. And I've gotten a big victory 
over Bloom, who’s an AWA World 
tag team champion right now. So 
don’t call my return ‘small-time.’ I’m 
still winning, and isn’t that all that 
counts? 

“And make no mistake,” Orndorff 
said with a sly smile, “the major fed- 
erations haven't seen the last of me, 
either. But what difference does 
where | wrestle make, anyway? Let 
those who doubt me spout off all 
they want. | know what the real deal 
is, and soon everybody else is gonna 
know it, too.” O 


return to the ring and gets counted 
out. 

A match that was going The Rock- 
ers’ way turns in startling fashion. 

But that should have come as no 
surprise to The Rockers. Jannetty and 
Shawn Michaels lost the AWA World 
tag team title to Tanaka and Paul Dia- 
mond back in 1988. And although the 
teams have changed, Tanaka hasn’t. 
He still knows only one way of doing 
things. 

“Pat’s a dangerous man,” said “‘Di- 
amond” Dallas Page, his former man- 
ager in the AWA. “‘He doesn’t care 
how he wins, as long as he wins. There 
are a lot of wrestlers like that, but very 
few of them have Pat’s talent. That’s 
the key. If necessary, Pat can wrestle 
with the best of them.” 

So can Sato. Although Sato has yet 
to take his place among the best- 
known wrestlers, he is certainly an out- 
standing competitor. He is a hard 
worker in the gym and in the ring. He 
does not allow himself to get beaten. 
And, as he proved at WrestleMania 
VI, he’ll go to any lengths to win. 

Perhaps that’s why Fuji took to this 
team so quickly. According to WWF 
insiders, he was prepared to outbid any 
manager for their contract. As it 
turned out, Tanaka and Sato had only 
one manager in mind: Fuji. 

So, now that The Orient Express has 
scored a WrestleMania victory—an im- 
portant steppingstone for any WWF 
wrestler—and proven it can compete 
with a top team like The Rockers, a 
match against Demolition should be 
next. 

In fact, Tanaka and Sato should 
have little trouble gaining a title shot 
against Demolition. The field of con- 
tenders is slim. Ax and Smash are fan 
favorites. The Orient Express and 
Rhythm ’n’ Blues—Greg Valentine and 
The Honky Tonk Man—are the only 
top rulebreaking tag teams in the 
federation. 


Rhythm ’n’ Blues, however, is more _ 


concerned with The Bushwhackers, 


ORIENT EXPRESS 
(Continued from page 49) 


while The Orient Express has only De- 
molition on its minds. 

“My money’s on Pat and Akio,” 
Page said. ‘‘First of all, there’s no de- 
nying Fuji. He’ll get them that title 
shot. He’ll probably have to threaten 
the WWF with a lawsuit, but he’ll get 
the job done. Second of all, even 
though Akio and Pat haven’t been in 
the federation for long, they’re as good 
as any tag team around.” 

That opinion is shared by many tag 
team experts, including former manag- 
er Capt. Lou Albano. 

“They’re tough, 


they’re 


crazy, 


they’ve got the moves, and they’ve got 
all the rest,’”’ Albano said. “I’m not so 
crazy about Fuji, he goes about things 
the wrong way, but if there’s any guy 
who can get this team in gear, Fuji’s 
the man. He has a way of getting 
things done, although he should have 
gotten a lot more done with The Pow- 
ers of Pain. The thing is, Sato and 
Tanaka have talent, so they’re gonna 
be real dangerous.”’ 

Perhaps the most important factor is 
that Sato and Tanaka are the new 
blood in a federation worn down by 
sameness. Most of the teams in the 
WWE have been in the federation for 
several years. Even Rhythm ’n’ Blues, 
a relatively new formation, consists of 
two WWF veterans. 

Sato and Tanaka are the unknown 
factor. Opposing teams don’t know 
what to expect from them. Fuji, in 
fact, seems to have changed many of 
his managerial tactics to fit The Orient 
Express. The result is a team that com- 
bines talent with the element of 
surprise. 

That’s dangerous. 

How far can they go? That depends 
on how much they can get away with. 
Sato and Tanaka are not good enough 
to become long-term World champions 
without a little bit of help. 

But they could have some surprises 
in store. 

Remember when Demolition first 
came to the WWF? They were accused 
of imitating The Road Warriors. Ax 
and Smash seemed to be a team with 
very little talent. Three years and three 
World titles later, everybody respects 
Demolition. 

Undoubtedly, Tanaka and Sato have 
more talent than Demolition originally 
did. That’s why they’re so dangerous. 
They are starting with quality ingredi- 
ents. The final product could be 
awesome. 

The Orient Express has already 
made its mark on the WWF. Their 
next move could be disastrous for 
Demolition. O 
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RINGSIDE: UPDATE 
(Continued from page 70) 


Bxyan Adem le the new Pacific Nortinweat chemplon, having captured the bet fn a: 12min, 


one-night toumament in Portland, Oregon. 


the organization, and Sid Vicious, 
perhaps the NWA’s hottest pros- 
pect, has become the newest 
member of the elite rulebreaking 
unit. 

“Right when people were ready 
to write the Horsemen off, we be- 
come stronger than ever,” 
bragged NWA World champion 
Ric Flair. “‘Now, in addition to my- 
self and TV champion Arn Ander- 
son, we've got Barry and Sid 
making up a fighting force second 
to none. And we'll still have Ole 
Anderson as our leader, and 


62 


Woman will be here to provide 
moral support. No wonder Barry 
and Sid jumped at this opportuni- 
ty for greatness.” 

Windham had been wrestling in 
Japan for several months before 
returning to the NWA. Before that, 
he had a short stint in the WWF 
wrestling as the “Widowmaker,” 
but Windham insists that the 
Horsemen have been on his mind 
since he left the NWA more than 
a year ago. 

“When | quit, the Horsemen 
were in a period of transition,” 


said the second-generation star. 
“Ric was phasing out J.J. Dillon 
at that time, and everything was a 
mess. Now, we’ve got it together 
like never before. Just think of it— 
six of the sport’s most exciting 
people in the same place at the 
same time!” 

Vicious is returning to the sport 
after undergoing surgery for a col- 
lapsed right lung. Although he’s 
been out of action since last No- 
vember, he claims that he’s in 
excellent shape. 

“I’ve been working out like a 
madman, and I’m ready to prove 
myself,” said Vicious, formerly a 
member of The Skyscrapers with 
Dan Spivey. “During my last 
NWA stint, | didn’t have enough 
time to establish myself as a con- 
tender. Well, this time I’m not 
stopping until | win a title—and 1’ll 
have Ric, Barry, and Arn around 
to help me do it.” 


UPDATE: 
PORTLAND, OR 

Bryan Adams captured the Pa- 
cific Northwest title with a 
tournment final victory over Larry 
Oliver on April 21. Still, Adams 
isn’t getting the credit he feels he 
deserves. Many observers are 
claiming that the “American 
Ninja” simply got lucky through- 
out the one-night tournament at 
the Sports Arena. 

“People who are saying | was 
lucky don’t know what the hell 
they’re talking about,” said the 
310-pound Adams. “This night 
was my moment of glory, be- 
cause this is my first major sin- 
gles title. | got past 11 other guys 
to win this belt, so | don’t want 
nobody taking away any credit for 
what I’ve done.” 

In the first round, Adams was 
fortunate to get past Curtis 
Thompson, the former champion, 
who was disqualified. Adams was 
able to skip the second round 


when he received a bye based on 
two factors: Art Barr and Ricky 
Santana were both eliminated 
when they wrestled to a draw with 
Ricky Santana, and Rip Oliver 
was eliminated by PNW match- 
maker Barry Owen as punishment 
for starting a brawl with Billy Jack 
Haynes. 

This left Adams to take on 
young Larry Oliver in the final, 
and Adams’ advantage in experi- 
ence turned out to be the decisive 
factor. When referee Sandy Barr 


was distracted, Adams used his 
kendo stick to gain the illegal vic- 
tory for the belt. 

“The belt is mine, and around 
my waist is where it’s gonna 
stay,” warned Adams after the 
match. “I understand the Olivers 
are pretty mad about the way | 
won the match against that snot- 
nosed kid, but | don’t care. I’ve 
worked for more than a year to 
become champion, and now 
you’re gonna see the longest title 
reign in PNW history.” O 


ANSWERS 


1. Paul Roma & Jim Powers 
2. The Honky Tonk Man 


3. P.Y. Chu-Hi 8. Toni 
4. Rick Martel & Tom Zenk 
5. Muhammad Alli 10. True 
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6. Jimmy, Ron, & Terry 
7. Kareem Muhammad 


9. Danny Davis 
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of the truly unsightly. He’s a hero for 
our times! 

Another man who scared the living 
daylights out of the fans of his day 
was Pampero Firpo, dubbed the ‘Wild 
Bull of the Pampas” for his sadistic 
tactics and wild bushy hair and beard. 
This man was the terror of the sport in 
the early ’70s, and he battled desper- 
ately in his quest to win the WWF 
World title from Pedro Morales. The 
Great Pampero Insists: “I Beat Mo- 
rales Before And This Time I'll Stop 
Him For Good!’ was first published 
in the April 1972 issue of Inside Wres- 
tling, and it remains as chilling today 
as it was 18 years ago. Firpo was every 
bit as uncontrollable as he was ugly. 

Who in this world is as repulsive as 
wrestling’s fattest fat men? Possibly 
the meanest of them all is King Kong 
Bundy, who uses all 446 of his putrid 
pounds to squash his opponents like 
grapes. Believe it or not, this huge 
monster once actually wrestled as a fan 
favorite, until Jimmy Hart used his 
scurrilous influence to turn him evil 
again. King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry 
Lawler: How Jimmy Hart Engineered 
Bundy’s Return To Terror (from The 
Wrestler, October 1984) shows just 
how Bundy crushed the hearts of his 
fans—as well as the then-popular 
‘*King’’ of Memphis wrestling 

I’ve managed my share of violent 
and ugly men, but none more so than 
Moondog Mayne, a man who actually 
believed he was raised by wolves. Why 
Lou Albano Says... “I Will Not Be 
Responsible For The Actions Of This 
Man!” (from Inside Wrestling, April 
1973) showed why I feared for my life 
every time I brought this beast to ring- 
side. He was uncontrollable, and | 
didn’t want the wrestling commissions 
blaming me for his unbridled mayhem! 

Of all the ugly men you’ll see in this 
magazine, none were more horrible 
than the amazing Bull Curry, whose 
bushy eyebrows and cackling counte- 
nance were the source of nightmares 
for millions of fans. But sometimes 
Curry would team with his son, Fred 
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INTRODUCTION 
(Continued from page 4) 


Curry, who was as handsome as Bull 
was grotesque. ““‘We Done It!’’ (from 
the original Wrestling  Ilustrated, 
March 1965), details how Bull and 
Fred joined together to put an end to 
the reign of terror of The Clawman 
and The Wrecker. If you ask me, 
Bull’s amazing face won half his 
matches for him. Wow, what a puss 
on that guy! 

Of course, I can’t forget George 
“The Animal’’ Steele, probably the 
most famous of all my horrific wres- 
tlers. Most of you fans probably re- 
member George as a lovable fan favor- 
ite, but early in his career he was 
totally evil. George Steele: One-Man 
Wrecking Crew (from Sports Review 
Wrestling, January 1978), shows just 
how sadistic this man could be in his 
prime. Thankfully, he closed out his 
career aS a man everyone could 
admire. 

I’ve managed wildmen like Steele 
and Mayne, but one man I swore I 
would never even attempt to control 
was Abdullah the Butcher, the Suda- 
nese sadist. How did he get to be so 
horrible? Get a load of what he eats! 
Abdullah the Butcher’s “Breakfast of 
Champions” (from Sports Review 


As much as Abdullah the Butcher loves 
chicken, Lonnie ‘‘Moondog’’ Mayne enjoyed 
his goldfish. 


Wrestling, March 1976) shows that not 
only will this guy do anything, he'll 
consume anything—and that includes 
raw chicken, furniture polish, and Vas- 
eline. Don’t turn to this section if 
you're at all squeamish! 

And don’t miss our beautifully ugly 
Freeze Frame of Bam Bam Bigelow 
and Terry “Bamm Bamm” Gordy 
locked in mortal combat. Both of these 
guys are pretty homely, but they aren’t 
quite the high quality of ugly that I 
was looking for on my Ugly All-Stars. 
For that, I’m giving them both an 
honorable mention and advising them 
to keep working hard and maybe 
they’ll get there someday. 

One man I’m a big fan of is Dusty 
Rhodes, who has managed to over- 
come his affliction of being overweight 
and horribly scarred to become the 
“American Dream” that we all know 
and love. But how did Dusty get so 
beat up? By locking in mortal combat 
with tough men like Billy Graham, 
that’s how. Dusty Rhodes: “If You 
Think I Look Bad, You Should See 
My Opponent!” (from Sports Review 
Annual, Summer 1982) shows the 
lengths that Rhodes will go to in order 
to win a match. I’m sure that both 
Dusty and Graham still carry the scars 
from this terrible battle. 

And I’m sure The Great Kabuki will 
never forget Dusty, either. Kabuki 
wears face paint to conceal horrible 
scars, which makes him one of the 
most terrifying sights in the sport. 
When Dusty decided to wear his own 
war paint into the ring, he was at- 
tempting to mock the Japanese sadist, 


throwing him off his game plan. 


Dusty’s Terrible Assault On Kabuki’s 
Soul: The Scars Of The Past Can Nev- 
er Heal (from Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed, May 1982) details the war of two 
men who always put pride before ap- 
pearance. By the time this battle was 
over, both Kabuki and Dusty never 
looked worse. 

Few men have ever been as strange 
as The Missing Link, that throwback 
to neanderthal man. For years, this 


hideous monster ran rampant over 
World Class and the WWF, breaking 
bones with his power and scaring chil- 
dren with his obscene scowl, In The 
Missing Link Is A Lot More Than A 
Wrestling Oddity (from Wrestling 85, 
Fall 1985), Associate Editor Eddie 
Ellner probes inside the mind of this 
man to discover ... well, a weirdo. 
Let’s face it—how could he be sane 
and look like that? And on the follow- 
ing two pages, you'll see some more 
members of my Ugly All-Stars. Check 
out UGGGGGLY! The Best Of The 
Rest with caution, because you may 
never be the same after viewing these 
incredible faces. Ugh! 

Not everybody in this issue is ugly. 
Paul Orndorff was named ‘‘Mr. Won- 
derful” because of his dashing good 
looks and muscular physique. Today, 
he’s one of the top stars on the inde- 
pendent circuit, but just a few years 
ago he headlined some of the most 
famous cards ever. In Will Paul Orn- 
dorff Ever Make The “Big Time” 
Again?, one of this issue’s ‘Future 
Classics,” Orndorff denies he’s lost 
any of the skills that once made him a 
superstar. Can he make it back to the 
top? Orndorff claims he’s just as able 
as ever. 

No one expected them to be so suc- 
cessful, but Pat Tanaka and Akio Sato 
are on a roll. Since taking on the cun- 
ning Mr. Fuji as their new manager, 
The Orient Express has gained several 
upset victories over established WWF 
teams. The Orient Express Pulls Into 
The WWF—Next Stop: The Tag Ti- 
tle!, our second ‘Future Classic,” 
shows why this undersized yet techni- 
cally brilliant team may have what it 
takes to upset Demolition for the 
WWF's richest tag team prize. 

And don’t miss The Last Word, 
which gives readers a chance to com- 
ment on past issues, and Ringside: Up- 
date, which gives you the hottest news 
from around the wrestling world. And 
whatever you do, don’t miss our next 
fabulous issue, which is scheduled to 
hit your newsstand on August 21. 

Until then, this is Captain Lou. I’m 
ugly as sin, but I still love ya! OO 


WRESTLING USA 


WRESTLING USA is our biggest magazine—more than 80 pages, 
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and matches. Quantities are limited, so be sure to order today! 


“AUGUST 1989 DECEMBER 1989 


SPRING 1984/Stories include: Warriors, Kerry Yon 
SUMMER 1984/Stories include: JYD, Flair-Race, Adams- 
FALL 1984/Stories include: Hogan, David Von Erich, 
Flair-Brody, Blanchard, Rude, Valiant. 

WINTER 1984/Stories include: Kerry Von Erich, Martel- 
SPRING 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Hogan, Albano, 
Rhodes, Sullivan, Backlund, WWF vs. NWA. 

SUMMER 1985/Stories include: Valentine, Windham & 
Rotundo, Warriors, Flair-Race, Nikita, Adams. 

FALL 1985/Stories include: Von Erichs, Warriors, Ho- 
gan-Volkoff, Freebirds, Magnum, Zbyszko, Garvin. 
WINTER 1985/Stories include: Omdorff, Warriors, 
Brody, Shultz, Duggan, Brody, Steele, Piper. 
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SPRING 1987/Stories include: Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, 
Luger, Race, Windham, Hyatt, DeBeers, Snuka. 

SUMMER 1987/Stories include: Windham, Elizabeth, 
Superpowers, Albano, Von Erich, Williams. 
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SUMMER 1988/Stories include: Luger, Hogan, Cornette, 
Hennig, Bigelow, Hyatt, Rude, Strike Force. 

FALL 1988/Stories include: Luger, Hogan, DiBiase, Ker- 
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erts, Ultimate, Powers of Pain, Hayes, Garvin, 

SPRING 1989/Stories include: Savage, Bossman, Sting, 
SUMMER 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, Hogan, Ro- 
tundo-Steiner, Warriors, Duggan, Tumer, Taylor. 
AUGUST 1989/Stories inchule: Hogan, Warriors, Martel, 
Sting, Studd, Morton, Ultimate, Sheik, Funk, PWF. 
OCTOBER 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, Savage, 
Steamboat-Flair, Muta, WrestleMania V, Comette. 
DECEMBER 1989/Stories include: Flair, Warriors, Pip- 
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Rhodes, Embry, Kerry, Luger. 

APRIL 1990/Stories include: Rhodes, Hogan, Skyscrap- 
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MAY 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Kerry, Hennig, Wom- 
an, Snuka, RGR Express, Lawler, Gagne. 
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Piper, Hogan, DiBiase, Flair. 
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the Link's introduction as being from Parts 
Unknown. What the hell is that supposed 
to mean? Everyone has a birthplace, has 
origins, and roots. Who were Link’s par- 
ents? What kind of bloodline does he 
have? How was he raised? By what was he 
raised? 

Watching his match only whetted my 
interest. This guy was remarkable. A body 
carved from stone. Quick as a house fly. 
His wrestling style, while certainly unortho- 
dox, was most effective. He seemed im- 
mune to punishment, while the slightest 
tap of his massive arm sent DiBiase reel- 
ing. Meanwhile, nothing DiBiase did 
worked at all. Yet, the match ended with 
The Link being pinned. 

That really bothered me. He wasn't 
outwrestled or in any way outmaneuvered. 
DiBiase seemed as surprised to score the 
pin as I was. The Link was completely 
unaffected. Obviously, wins and_ losses 
meant nothing to him. He simply got up, 
his green eyes darting in his head like 
ricocheting bullets, grabbed his bushy tuft 
of hair and hurled himself into the turn- 
buckle. He repeated this four times, run- 
ning randomly from comer to comer, and 
I suspect it would have gone on indefinitely 
had not Akbar stepped in and assumed 
command. 

I left the Superdome that night com- 
pletely baffled, as if I had met up with a 
creature from outer space. I could see 
right away that The Missing Link could do 
anything he wanted to do in the ring. It 
was simply a matter of harmessing his ener- 
gy the right way. I made a mental note to 
keep track of this guy and his career. 

The maintenance of daily life often in- 
terferes with the upkeep of mental notes, 
as it did in my case. The next time I heard 
about The Missing Link was when I came 
to work for the magazine, which was about 
seven months ago. By then he was being 
managed by Percival Pringle, whom I had 
known for several years, having done a 
freelance piece on him for another magazine 
before he became known in wrestling. 

Pringle knew of my fascination with the 
Link and would try to use me for it, 
offering to exchange bits of information 
about the Link for plugs in the magazines 
about his wrestlers. It was a game to which 
I quickly became wise. So now, despite the 
sincerity in his tone and my fatal interest 
in The Missing Link, I kept a steady head. 

“Mother and I have kept the secret long 
enough. It’s time for the world to know.” 

“What do you want for it, Percy?” 

“Want! Want! Want! Such a cynic you 
are, Edward. I do not want anything, But I 
would appreciate it if you would mention 
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(Continued from page 43) 
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After demolishing S.D. Jones in his Madison Square Garden debut, Missing Link climbs the tumbuckle 


despite orders to the contrary from manager Bobby Heenan. It appears as if ‘The Brain’’ will not be able 


to control the Link. 

in your fine magazines that Hercules Her- 
nandez is now part of the Pringle 
dynasty.” 

Aye! So there was a rub after all, al- 
though in all honesty, Hernandez joining 
the Pringle dynasty was worthy of a men- 
tion anyway. At that time, Bill Apter came 
by my desk and casually remarked that 
The Missing Link had left the Pringle dy- 
nasty and was now in the WWF, under 
the management of Bobby Heenan. Click. 
Everything now fell into place. 

I had many options. It's not every day 
that you have Percy Pringle over a barrel. 
Yet despite the fact that Pringle had 
shamelessly tried to dupe me, I had no 
desire to continue this silly game. Obvious- 
ly, any new information was not forthcom- 
ing. Stonewalled and frustrated, I simply 
hung up the phone. 

Sey (SS 

Later that week I caught the Link's 
debut in New York's Madison Square Gar- 
den. Bobby Heenan waited out a gusty 
chant of “Weasel! Weasel!” to inform the 
crowd about his newest charge. “Ladies 
and Gentlemen,” Heenan announced to 
the audience, “I want Hulk Hogan and 
Paul Orndorff and Jimmy ‘Superfly’ Snuka 
and all the other wrestlers in the WWF to 
pay attention to what I am about to say. | 
am about to introduce the most dangerous 
force in the history of wrestling. I am 
about to introduce the man who will strike 
fear into the hearts of everyone in this 
The most dangerous man in wrestling. 
Hmmm. I asked Akbar recently who is the 


greatest force in wrestling today, I expected 
him to say Kamala or Steve Williams or 
somebody else in his collection of wres- 
tlers. Without a moment's delay, Akbar 
said it was The Missing Link, “I don't 
manage him anymore and I don’t want to 
manage him,” Akbar told me. “Any man- 
ager who says he controls the Link is 
lying. I thought I controlled him. But when 
he wouldn't listen, that was it—there was 
nothing I could do. If the Link ever de- 
cides to become champion, then he'll be- 
come champion, manager or no manager. 
There is nobody in wrestling as strong and 
mobile and unpredictable and impervious 
to pain as The Missing Link. Those who 
really know wrestling will tell you the same 
thing.” 

The Link annihilated S.D. Jones in that 
Garden debut. Jones, who must go 6'1” 
and weigh at least 250 pounds, offered 
about as much resistance as my girlfriend 
after three drinks. After the five-minute 
match, the Link started to ping off the 
tumbuckles and Heenan ran in to stop 
him. Link stared at Heenan from atop the 
ringpost and for a moment it appeared as 
if he might come smashing down on The 
Weasel’s head. Heenan’s cocky demeanor 
melted before the 20,000 fans—it was ap- 
parent that he didn’t know what the Link 
would do either. 

As it tumed out, The Missing Link qui- 
etly dismounted and followed a much re- 
lieved Heenan back to the dressing room. 
However, what he will do the next time, or 
the time after that, remains as mysterious 
as the man himself. | 
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AYE, AYE, CAPTAIN 

What a great move making Capt. Lou Albano the 
captain of Wrestling Classics, Is there a man out there 
with more expertise and knowledge about the sport than 
the mighty Capt. Lou? He’s really going to make your 
magazine an interesting read. He is one of those “old- 
timers’’ (if you can call him that) who recognizes the new, 
young talent and gives them their due. 


es ee 


Capt. Lou Albano is the greatest manager of all time, and he'll 
make a great magazine man, writes reader Nigel Catter. 


I wish Capt. Lou would return to the managerial ranks. 
He is without a doubt the best manager this sport has 
ever seen. Look at all those tag team champions he had in 
the WWF: 12 teams to 16 titles! Not to mention the 


singles titles his men claimed. How can you argue with - 


success like that? What manager working today can top 
that record? Go, Captain, go! 

NIGEL CATTER 

San Diego 


GOOD FLAIR, BAD FLAIR 

Isn’t it funny how, after receiving a number of acco- 
lades, the respect of the wrestling community, and the 
help and friendship of some of the most popular wrestlers 
in the NWA, Ric Flair turned rulebreaker again? I credit 
this change to two things: the return and reformation of 
The Four Horsemen, and Terry Funk’s retirement. 

When Arn and Ole Anderson showed up, Flair re- 
turned to his old cocky ways. He began to once again 
think that he was invincible; therefore, what did he need 
Sting for? 


After Terry Funk retired, Ric Flair had no other target for his 
wrath, so he tumed bad again. That’s reader Kurt Schulz’ view. 
Also, after Funk retired, Flair had no target for his 
wrath. Sure, he hated Lex Luger and The Great Muta, 
but they hadn’t wounded him as badly as Funk had. 

I hope people deny Flair the respect he expects. After 
all, how valuable can his NWA World title be when it 
takes four men to defend it? 

KURT SCHULZ 
Benton Harbor, MI 


WRESTLEMANIACS 

Your coverage of WrestleManias I through V in the 
July 1990 issue did a lot to.put WrestleMania VI in 
perspective—a perspective that may be too harsh for two 
men in particular: ‘Rowdy’? Roddy Piper and “Superfly” 
Jimmy Snuka. 

Remember the first WrestleMania in 1985: Roddy Piper 
teamed with Paul Orndorff to face Hulk Hogan and Mr. 
T. In Hogan and T’s corner was Snuka. There were Piper 
and Snuka: opponents in the main event of the biggest 
card to that date. 

Then look what happened at WrestleMania VI: Both 
men were in preliminary matches, and neither man won. 
Piper and Bad News Brown were both counted out, while 
Snuka was pinned by Rick Rude. Only five short years 
after WrestleMania I, Piper and Snuka were no more 
than afterthoughts on the biggest card of the year. 

Someday I hope to see them both return to the big 
time. 

RANDI MALOVICK 
Lincoln, NE 


Reading your story, “Steamboat Takes Savage’s I-C 
Title: The Match That Made Wrestlemania III Great” 
(July 1990) reminded me how much I enjoyed that histor- 
ic encounter. Two of the best pure wrestlers in the sport 
were going at it toe-to-toe, and I saw all the action on 
pay-per-view television. 


The WrestleMania Ill bout between Rick Steamboat and Randy 
Savage reminded reader Billy Johannsen what true wrestling is. 
It is no surprise, then, that both men went on to 
become world champions: Savage in the WWF, Steam- 
boat in the NWA. What I wouldn’t give to see them 
battle again! They give true meaning to the sport of 
wrestling. I only wish Savage would use more of his 
tremendous skills and cut down on his rulebreaking. He 
should follow Steamboat’s shining example of doing 
things the right way. 
BILLY JOHANNSEN 
Wayne, PA 


ORNDORFF REVISITED 

I really enjoyed your look at ‘Mr. Wonderful’ Paul 
Orndorff in “‘Timepiece’’ (July 1990). Orndorff was al- 
ways one of my favorites, and I’m glad to see that he’s 
reentered the sport. Wrestling needs him more than he 
needs it. 

It wasn’t very long ago that Orndorff’s match with 
Hulk Hogan drew more than 70,000 fans to a card in 
Toronto. He angered Hogan like few others have. In fact, 
I would argue that his feud with Hogan was just as 
intense as Hogan’s showdown with The Ultimate Warrior. 

Mark my words: Before 1990 is over, Paul Orndorff 
will have a title. 

THOMAS BRETT 
Detroit 


KING OF THE DOG POUND 
So Jerry Lawler beats Junkyard Dog. Big deal. And 
frankly, I don’t want to have Lawler telling me how great 


he is (“Jerry Lawler vs. Junkyard Dog: A Brutal Night 
Of Unchained Violence! ‘The King’s’ Exclusive Blow-By- 
Blow Report,”’ July 1990). Lawler can brag all he wants 
about beating inferior competition like JYD, but let’s see 
him take on The Ultimate Warrior or Ric Flair. 

And don’t tell me about how WWF and NWA cham- 
pions can’t wrestle outside their federations, because even 
if they could, Lawler would be afraid to take them on! 

The self-proclaimed ‘‘King” is really the king of noth- 
ing. The USWA can’t compare with the WWF and 
NWA. Anybody who thinks it can is a fool! 

RICARDO BELIAS 
Orlando, FL 


SKYSCRAPERS CRUMBLING 

I had a good, hearty laugh when I read your story 
“Power Team Power Struggle: Are The Skyscrapers Too 
Much For The Road Warriors To Handle?” (July 1990) 
Hawk and Animal have convincingly proven to the wres- 
tling world that The Skyscrapers were no match at all. 


Hawk (and Animal) dismantied The Skyscrapers, confirming The 
Road Warriors’ greatness, writes reader Nelson Falcone. 

First, Dan Spivey and Sid Vicious couldn’t get the job 
done. Then, when Vicious was injured, Mark Callous 
took his place; he was no help, either. Now The Sky- 
scrapers are dead. 

It wasn’t the injuries that killed them, and it wasn’t 
Teddy Long’s mismanagement. It was the awesome, 
crushing power of the greatest tag team in the world: The 
Legion of Doom, The Road Warriors! 

NELSON FALCONE 
Brooklyn, NY 0 
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Curt Hennig’s nickname of ‘Mr. Perfect” 


fits him a little better now that he’s won the 


Intercontinental title. He faced Tito Santana in the tournament final in Austin, Texas. 


UPDATE: 
AUSTIN, TX 


Curt Hennig has a new reason 
to call himself “Mr. Perfect.” The 
former AWA World champion 
emerged as the winner of an 
eight-man tournament to become 
the new WWE Intercontinental 
champion on April 23 at the Frank 
Erwin Center. He also gained a 
new manager in the process. 

Hennig took on former I-C 
champion Tito Santana in an ac- 
tion-packed final that saw the 
Mexican star take the advantage 
by working continuously on 
Hennig’s left leg. After weakening 
the limb with several holds and 
slams, Santana attempted to put 
a spinning toehold on Hennig to 
gain a submission. That was 
when Bobby Heenan made an 
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unexpected appearance at 
ringside. 

Santana dropped Hennig’s leg 
and turned his attention to 
Heenan, which gave Hennig the 
opening he needed for the victory. 
Hennig sneaked up behind San- 
tana and rolled him into a small 
package for the pinfall. After the 
match, Hennig announced to the 
crowd that Heenan was his new 
manager. 

Hennig’s tournament victory 
was Clearly the biggest win of his 
WWF career. Although he had 
been undefeated for more than a 
year after entering the federation 
in 1988, he had lost many recent 
matches by pinfall to Hulk Hogan. 

“Curt had been really disap- 
pointed with the way his career 
was going,” said a WWF wrestler 
close to Hennig. ‘“‘His tenure un- 


der the guidance of Lanny Poffo 
was a complete disaster. After his 
WrestleMania VI loss to Brutus 
Beefcake, Curt was going around 
saying that he needed a new 
leader, someone with solid mana- 
gerial experience. It looks like he 
found the right man in Heenan.” 

At press time, the fate of Poffo, 
also known as the “Genius,” was 
unknown. However, it was expect- 
ed that Poffo would give up advis- 
ing and attempt to gain revenge 
on Beefcake for the postbout hair- 
cut he received at WrestleMania 


Vi. 


Sid Vicious is the newest member of The 
Four Horsemen. He and Barry Windham join 
Ric Flair and Am Anderson in the group. 
UPDATE: 
MARIETTA, GA 
The Four Horsemen are a com- 
plete unit again. Barry Windham, 
a former Horseman, has rejoined 
(Continued on page 62) 


“T find out about all the 
hot news before it’s 
announced on TV!” Le 

—-R.W., Atlanta \g 
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“It’s the best source for 
match results I’ve ever 
seen!” 

—G.P., Dallas 


HORSERAN STING GETS TTLE MATCH WTH FLAY 


“There’s so much 
information in each 
issue, it’s 
unbelievable!” 

—S.M., New York 
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ILLU STRATED }} 
a WEEKLY 


“IT got my Royal Rumble 
results just five days 
after the card!” 

—T.S., Boston 


Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly 
is the place to go for the most complete coverage of the sport 
available anywhere! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh 
as can be. You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big 
match signings, the triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North America, ‘Yay & Nay” and “Who's 
Hot, Who's Not” columns, ‘Wrestler of the Week” and “Match of the 
Week” features, plus ratings, trivia questions, “Transactions,” a lively 
editorial, and even a “Fan of the Week” selection that features a 
photograph of a reader! You get all of this—each and every week!—in 
a bold newsletter format that keeps you on top of today’s wrestling 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you 
three big ways to save: 

® 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
®@34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off ithe cover price 
©52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before you subscribe? No 
problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly 
hot off the press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to 
become a subscriber to wrestling’s fastest-growing phenomenon! 
(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-copy orders; offer limited 


news today! to customers in the U.S. and Canada only.) 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


| Send to: YES! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send | 
r T.V. Sports s measubscription to PWI Weekly as follows: | 
Box 48 0 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 C1 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings | 
| Pl indicate fnachod or avian 0X 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings ! 
| ; C Id like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- | 
| (Check or money order closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. | 
| (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) | 
NAME 
(ihc * a er ee a | 
Pittesetedé ADDRESS APT 
¥ Expiration Date: == CITY STATE ZIP ] 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 
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PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 9 2&LUXE PACKAGE 

are i ein ie gi a ea pame tee  ees P ines pea dalle Wiha be APOIO NRA RII ee 
Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 
Box 48 
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(specify size: s,m,1,xl) 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


(JMedium 


NOW AVAILABLE 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIAT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘‘Skyfiyer’”’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO. WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


HAILSSAUNG, 


APT 


STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 


OlLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘Skytlyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


PWI CAP 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2ELUXE PACKAGE 
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Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 
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PWI DELUXE PACKAGE | $19.95 ea. CITY STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (Small (Medium COlLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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